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“In a time when things are divisive, land trusts are 
things that bring people together.”
 

- Susan How, Flathead  Land Trust Executive Director, 1998 - 2003
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OUR MISSION
Flathead Land Trust is 

dedicated to the conservation 
of northwest Montana's land 

and water legacy through 
voluntary agreements with 

private landowners 

OurPresidentA Letter From

Margaret Notley, Flathead Land Trust Board President

F orty Years!  Four decades of our founders, supporters, staff and partners uniting to protect 
habitat and to conserve water and land resources, with a tremendous amount to show 
for these efforts — we have much to celebrate, and we look forward to doing so with you 
during this landmark anniversary year!

The history of the modern land trust movement is an interesting one, with deep historical 
roots, but which also really burgeoned in the 1980s, out of which era the Flathead Land Trust 
arose.  We in the Flathead Valley are so fortunate that we had visionary founders who saw 
the need to proactively engage with conservation efforts, and we will highlight some of their 
accomplishments, insights and reflections in this issue.

We’re not only celebrating the past forty years, however; 
we are very much rejoicing in the completion of four 
new projects since our last newsletter - the Davis, Gray, 
Guenzler and Sherman easements.  It is important to 
note that in agricultural conservation easement funding, 
we very much appreciate and rely on federal funding 
through the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
Agricultural Land Easement program (NRCS ALE), which 
aims to keep rich American farmland in agriculture.

In thinking about what it took for these four projects to materialize, in what may appear to 
be a seamless manner as we read about the completed easements and enjoy the beautiful 
photos, it is worth pausing for a moment to list the ingredients that had to align to bring 
them to fruition.  My list is probably only partial, but for projects like this to happen, it takes 
the beautiful, fertile and sustaining land itself (from farmland to riparian habitat, meadow 
to forest) and the vision of those who drove the growth of the conservation and land trust 
movement and supportive legislation in the 1980s.  It also required the leadership of our 
Flathead Land Trust founders, a history of forty years of solidly committed staff and board 
members, solid partnership with other non-profits, as well as support through government-
sourced funding.  Most of all, it takes our stalwart supporters, without whom none of this 
legacy for the future is possible.  Thank you all, and please do take a look at the included 
2024 Annual Report to see what your support has generated.

And so, we celebrate!

We have a wonderful array of events scheduled throughout the year to help celebrate 
Flathead Land Trust’s 40th, showcasing our conservation efforts over the years.  We do hope 
you will join us for some or all.  

Yours in gratitude,

 YEARS

Cover photo: Davis conservation easement, east of Charlo; bottom: Sherman conservation easement 
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I  n a 1988 article, JoAnn Speelman (Dramer) wrote, “The fledgling 
Flathead Land Trust is blessed with an almost readymade clientele 
eager to make things happen.”  That clientele was served by an 
even more eager group of leaders; on whose shoulders we stand 
today. 

JoAnn Speelman Dramer was not only Flathead Land Trust’s first 
Executive Director, but she also donated innumerable hours in the 
early years.  The founders all held day jobs while they ran Flathead 
Land Trust on the side.  “We could not have done it without a lot 
of – a LOT of – volunteer help,” she expressed at a recent interview 
with Flathead Land Trust staff.  JoAnn became the first part-time 
paid staff member years after Flathead Land Trust's founding.  
With passion in her voice and a tear in her eye, she reminisced, 
“I’m very proud of where Flathead Land Trust is.  I’m amazed.”  She 
recalled the struggles of the early years, “People wanted things 
to happen, but we didn’t have much money.  We didn’t have any 
money, let me be honest.  Just to see what has developed has 
been wonderful.” 

The concept of Flathead Land Trust would probably never have 
materialized without the spark from Mike Connor.  A key part of his 
distinguished career with the U.S. Forest Service was developing 
a conservation easement program for inholders through the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, a process that underscored the need for a 
nonprofit land trust partner.  Mike was intimately involved every 
step of the way in creating Flathead Land Trust to fill that role.  
Over the years, Mike has contributed to the organization in nearly 
every capacity imaginable, including as a dedicated advisor and 
member of the advisory board, and even serving as executive 
director for a stint.  His pride shines through, seeing where the 
organization is now after literally being run out of a shoebox. “It’s 
exciting to have been a part of the beginning.” 

The clientele in our area is just as eager today as it was 40 years 
ago to protect our special places.  Building upon the passion of our 
founders and early leaders, we are proud to continue the mission.

The People 
Behind the Progress A Tribute to 

Ken Siderius & Lex Blood
T he Flathead Valley conservation community recently 
said farewell to two extraordinary conservation champions: 
Ken Siderius and Lex Blood.  
Their profound impact on the 
region's natural landscapes and 
Flathead Land Trust will be felt for 
generations to come.

Ken Siderius, a beloved member 
of the Flathead Land Trust family, 
passed away on December 1, 
2024.  Rooted in the Flathead 
Valley through generations of 
farming, Ken embodied a deep respect for the community 
and its values.  A man of action and unwavering optimism, he 
served on the Flathead Land Trust Board from 2003-2009, 
including six years as President.  His leadership was pivotal in 
conserving over 5,000 acres, including key areas along the 
Flathead River and Flathead Lake.  Ken's passion for preserving 
open spaces for public benefit drove the establishment of the 
McWenneger Slough Fishing Access Site and an addition to 
Lone Pine State Park.  Recognized with the Flathead Land Trust's 
first Conservation Leadership Award in 2014, Ken continued to 
contribute his vast knowledge to the Lands Committee for over 
20 years, playing a key role in projects such as Somers Beach 
State Park.

Lex Blood, a distinguished geologist, long-time Flathead 
educator, and influential conservationist, passed away on 
February 13, 2025.  Instrumental in the formation of Flathead 
Land Trust in the early 1980s, Lex remained a steadfast friend, 
benefactor, and crucial advisor until his passing.  His invaluable 
insights significantly shaped the organization's trajectory.  A 
leader in numerous conservation and educational initiatives 
across the Flathead, Lex co-founded the Glacier Institute 
and established the Crown of the Continent Ecosystem 
Education Consortium.  He also founded the Flathead Nonprofit 
Development Partnership and managed The Sustainability 
Fund, a significant supporter of 
Flathead Land Trust for over 15 
years.  His dedication earned 
him the Flathead Land Trust's 
Conservation Leadership Award 
in 2015. 

They will both be profoundly 
missed, but their legacies 
will continue to inspire the 
preservation of this special place 
for future generations.

Photos; Above: Current Flathead Land Trust Executive Director, Paul Travis, with JoAnn 
Speelman Dramer and Mike Conner; Right: Ken Siderius; Lex Blood - courtesy of Lisa Flowers
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MISSION VALLEY LANDOWNERS SAFEGUARD FARMING LEGACIES 
AND WILDLIFE CORRIDORS

The enduring agricultural heritage and vital wildlife habitats of 
the Mission Valley have been powerfully strengthened, thanks 
to the dedication of local families working with Flathead Land 
Trust. This spring, two long-established farming families, the 
Guenzlers and the Shermans, collectively protected nearly 
700 acres of prime agricultural land through conservation 
easements.  Separately, a crucial wildlife corridor, linking the 
Mission Mountain Wilderness to a vast network of conserved 
lands, was also secured through the conservation of the 
Davis' critical 40-acre puzzle piece.

Paul and Sharon Guenzler protected 290 acres west of 
Ronan, while Cody and Elizabeth Sherman conserved 387 
acres west of Pablo.  Both families are deeply rooted in 
the Mission Valley, farming for over a century, and operate 
successful cattle ranches on their properties. The cattle are 
fully supported by feed grown on-site, on soils classified 
as farmland of local importance by the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) on nearly all of the acreage.  
Both easements ensure the sustainability of the family farms 
while preserving their traditional ranching practices, and 
the Guenzler family continues to ranch on horseback. These 
wide swaths of conserved agricultural land also secure 
opportunities for future generations to farm. The Shermans' 
children intend to continue the family's agricultural legacy 
on this protected property and will maintain the ranching 
operation.

Beyond agriculture, both easements safeguard critical winter 
habitat for numerous birds of prey, as the Mission Valley has 
some of the highest concentrations of wintering birds of 
prey in the United States. The properties also harbor valuable 
wetlands, providing habitat for diverse bird and wildlife 
populations. The Guenzler easement also sustains a healthy 
population of a native bunchgrass, Great Basin wildrye, 
which is uncommon in the lowlands of the Mission Valley and 
grows to over five feet in height on the property. 

These protected farmlands contribute to a growing network 
of conserved agricultural lands in the Mission Valley.  Notably, 
the Sherman property borders nearly 2,200 acres of 
protected farmland, while the Guenzler property is adjacent 
to a conserved 160-acre farm and is in close proximity to an 
additional 500 acres of protected farmland. 

Adding to these conservation successes, Jim and Roxie 
Davis protected their vital 40-acre property early this year, 
maintaining a crucial wildlife corridor connecting the Mission 
Mountain Wilderness to over 18,000 acres of conserved 
lands. The property features a third of a mile of Mollman 

Conservation easements allow the 
opportunity for agriculture to persist for future 
generations while retaining our open space in 
western Montana.”   - Paul Guenzler

Photos: Guenzlers ranching on horseback; Cattle on Sherman conservation easement 
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Driven by their deep commitment to conservation, local 
artists Darrell and Lael Gray have partnered with Flathead 

Creek, which, together with  pothole wetlands, provides 
essential water resources and riparian habitat used regularly 
by grizzly bear, black bear, deer and numerous other species.  
Situated near Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge, an Important 
Bird Area designated by Montana Audubon, and Kicking 
Horse Waterfowl Production Area, the property significantly 
enhances critical bird habitat. The conservation easement also 
supports a remarkable 116 bird species, including several of 
concern, such as Great Gray Owl.  A unique skunk cabbage 
wetland and a rare plant species are also protected. The 
easement is important for habitat connectivity, as the Mission 
Mountain Wilderness is a grizzly bear stronghold.  Grizzly bear 
use the 18,000-acre wetland complex in the Mission Valley 
as low elevation refugia and seasonal foraging habitat, and 
regularly travel through the property.

These impactful conservation projects would not have 
been possible without federal funding from the NRCS 
Agricultural Land Easement program and support from 
organizations including the Heart of the Rockies Initiative, 
Cinnabar Foundation, Vital Ground Foundation, and Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks. The commitment of local families and 
conservation partners to preserving the rich agricultural lands 
and vital wildlife habitats that define the Mission Valley is 
underscored by these efforts.

LOCAL ARTISTS PROTECT 
IMPORTANT WILDLIFE HABITAT 

Land Trust to protect their vital 20-acre forested property near 
Bigfork.  Situated at the base of the Swan Mountains and in 
close proximity to the Flathead National Forest, the Grays' land 
harbors critical wet forest habitat, enhancing thousands of 
nearby acres of public land.

Once part of a larger parcel used for "Wild Kingdom" filming, 
the property boasts diverse woodlands, springs, creeks, and 
wetlands, attracting grizzly bear, black bear, mountain lion, 
moose and gray wolf.  Its forest-wetland mosaic provides 
refuge for numerous birds, amphibians and insects, drawn to 
the ponds and network of creeks.

The Grays cherish the property's natural beauty, which inspires 
their art.  Darrell's sculptures dot the landscape, occasionally 
visited by wildlife, while Lael finds endless inspiration for her 
paintings. The majority of the land remains undeveloped, 
ensuring undisturbed habitat within the forests and wetlands.

This conservation easement strengthens the ecological integrity 
of the region, protecting a vital piece of critical habitat within 
the Swan River watershed.  By safeguarding this land, the Grays 
are ensuring the long-term health and water quality of the area, 
creating an enduring oasis for both wildlife and people.  Darrell 
and Lael, who have prioritized land stewardship from the 
beginning, have cemented their conservation legacy, ensuring 
that its wild nature is protected for generations to come.

From the beginning it was very important 
to be a knowledgeable and good steward of the 
land.  We strive to integrate with the forest and 
keep our impact light.”   - Darrell Gray

Photos: Davis conservation easement; Sculpture pond on Gray conservation easement
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FUELING OUR MISSION: A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR 
2024 SUPPORTERS

GRANTORS AND FOUNDATIONS
$100,000 PLUS
North American Wetlands
    Conservation Act 
NRCS Agricultural Land Easement
    Program
Whitefish Community Foundation
  - Great Fish Community 
    Challenge

$25,000 - $99,999
Grace Fund of Park City 
    Community Foundation
Flathead Audubon Society
Flathead Lakers
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

$1,000 - $24,999
AGL Foundation
American Online Giving
    Foundation
Foundation for Montana History
Heart of the Rockies Initiative - 
    Keep It Connected Program
Ila B. Dousman Fund
Kramer Family Fund of the
    Whitefish Community 
    Foundation
Liz Clairborne Art Ortenberg 
    Foundation
SahanDaywi Foundation
The Bibler Foundation
The Cinnabar Foundation
Whitefish Community Foundation
    – Community Grant Program

INDIVIDUALS:
$50,000 PLUS
David & Chet Barclay
Estate of Carol Clintworth Myhre

$10,000 - $49,999
Page Anderson & Julie Burke
Anonymous

Alan & Sallie Gratch
Preston & Marjorie Spencer

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Bloom Family Fund
California Notley Foundation
Markovich Family Foundation
Leif & Amy Peterson
Tom & Teresa Quinn
James & Janna Shennan
Two Bear Services Group
Todd Votteler

$1,000 - $4,999
William & Elizabeth Bayne
Chrysta Bourne
Stuart Breslin & Patricia Bahr 
   Breslin
Tom & Kris Carlson
Brian & Marie Clark
Bill & Sarah Dakin
Mary Ann & Don Garner
David Gordon
Richard Gordon & Cheryl 
   Watkins
Doug & Cindy Kelly
MacCormick Family
Rhona & Jerry Meislik
Molly Miller & Mark Jungerman
Doug & Julie Mitchell
Nedom Family Giving Fund
Jenna Newgard & Nate Abbott
Jack & Rachel Potter
Jim Rafferty & Rhonda Friedman
Dean Robbins
Walter Rowntree & Laura
   Reynolds
John & Carol Santa
George Scherman & Kate
   Kendall
Kevin & Elizabeth Scholten
Franklin Schroeter
Everit & Nikki Sliter
Lucy Smith
Bruce Tannehill & Gail Cleveland

Linda & Darryl Thompson
Sharon Thorne
James Toomey
John & Amy Waller
Becky & Larry Williams
Alison Young

$500-$999
Angora Ridge Foundation - Zac
   Weinberg
Steve Armstrong
Julie & Sam Baldridge
Roger and Beth Barth
Gael Bissell & Rick Mace
Suzanne Booker
Michael D. Brooks
Sally Cameron-Russell & Michael
   Russell
Patricia & John Case
Penelope Deleray
Bart & Carole Erickson
Gordon Eye & Tammi Hayden
Jennifer A. Graham
Tom & Sue Harding
Robert & Carol Hermes
Christopher & Shannon Hoge
Mike & Lindsey Hromadka
Jeff Jones
Sefi Knoble
Fred Longhart & Marjory 
   McClaren
Amy Marmer & John Ataman
Rosemary & John McKinnon
Terry & Katy Meyers
Minchew Family Foundation
Terri & Randy Minchew
Don Moe & Peggy Brewer
Chris & Jan Moore
Ruth & Samuel Neff
Linda Newgard
Dan & Jeanne Olson
Jennifer & Tim Rogge
Liz Seabaugh
Dan & Kim Short
Kay Stone
Eddie Thomas

Glen & Charles Vergeront
Joseph Weber & Melissa Hollatz

$100-$499
David & Maren Amnotte
Donetta & Tom Antonovich
Anonymous (4)
Jennifer Asebrook & Richard
   Menicke
Kirk Ball
Bank of America Charitable
   Foundation
Thomas & Louise Bannigan
Don & Rebecca Bauder
Valerie Beebe
Janet Blackler
JoBeth & Robert Blair
Cameron Blake & Sandy Gray
Bruce Boody
Susan L. Bouton
John & Kris Bruninga
Art & Susie Burch
Paul Burton
Victoria Byrd-Rinck
Anne & Chad Castren
Victory & Ted Chase
Mike Conner
Bill & Tina Corwin
Sue Cummings
Don & Janet Cutshall
Roy & Jeannie Darrow
Michael & Lore Davis
Michael & Jordonna Dores
Jim & Monica Elser
Chuck Ensign
Ann & Dan Fagre
Kaitlyn Farrar
Jan Finkle
Lisa Flowers
Gail & Scott Galloway
John Gangemi & Robin Bissell
Keith & Lindsey Gardner
Tanya & Judah Gersh
Bill & Jana Goodman
Ann Clary Gordon
Ken & Autumn Gottschlich

David Grady & Linda Engh-
   Grady
Richard & Gayle Graf
Diana Gray
Paul & Sharon Guenzler
Greg & Catherine Gunderson
Karen L. Gunderson
Jennifer & Scott Guse
Richard Haberkern
Keith Hammer & Pam Willison
Bill Haring & Carol McSweeney
Maureen Hathaway
Dennis Heinzig & Iona McMillan
Karen Hertzog
Richard & Suzanne Hildner
Roderick & Dori Hines
Roberta Hintz
Noel Huettich
Becky Hughes & Joe Mann
Jane Hunt & Ian MacCallum
Leslie & Will Hunt
Michele Irelan
Erik Jacobson
Patricia Jaquith
Alan Johnson
Connie Johnson & George
   Losleben
Bill & Ann Jones
Jon & Lindsey Jordan
Bonnie Katzman
Gail Katzman
Laura Katzman & Chris Downs
Maureen Kemp
Terry Knupp
Brock R. Landry
Leo Keane & Gail Leonard
H. Maurice & Marsha Linam
Justin & Moira Linam
Dr. Tom Little
Ben Long & Karen Nichols
William Lupton
Stanley & Elizabeth Makman
David Martin & Lynne Metcalfe
Marylane Pannell
Frances McAllister
Allison McCarthy & Scott Roskam

2024 ANNUAL REPORT and FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Your support has helped us gain ground and provide lasting conservation for places worth protecting.  

Here are highlights from 2024.  
    In January, we partnered with Charles and Renate Jaquette to 
place their 497-acre farm just east of Kalispell under conservation easement.  
Containing some of the richest topsoil in the valley, the easement adds to a 
growing network of conserved farms in the highly productive Creston area.  
Encompassing over a mile of Egan Slough, the property provides excellent 
bird habitat and is strategically located for both birds and wildlife at a 
landscape scale.
     In February, we completed a conservation easement with Montana 
DNRC to permanently protect the 405-acre Owen Sowerwine property 
east of Kalispell. This beloved block of school trust land, with its intact 
forested river bottom and riparian habitat, has been a community treasure 
enjoyed by the public for decades. The dream to see it permanently 
protected has now been realized, thanks to help from our partners and 
community supporters who stepped up big to help us raise over $970,000 
for the purchased conservation easement. 
     In April, we partnered with Luci Yeats to permanently protect 
76-acres of her family’s agricultural land near the Bad Rock Canyon 
Wildlife Management Area east of Columbia Falls. The “Heart Rock Ridge” 
conservation easement safeguards a vital wildlife corridor as well as scenic 
open space and a long legacy of working farmland.

     Also in April, a 122-acre ranch and wildlife haven in the Mission Valley, once 
platted for subdivision, was protected in perpetuity with a conservation easement. 
John Weaver, distinguished retired conservation biologist and land steward, 
partnered with FLT by adding this parcel along Mission Creek just east of the National 
Bison Range to his conservation portfolio. This parcel is adjacent to Dr. Weaver's other 
159-acres of protected land, conserved with an FLT conservation easement in 2015.                      
     In August, a 51-acre prime parcel of forested land was protected along 
Swan Lake.  FLT partnered with Paul Johnson and Candice Greene to place the 
ecological gem under a conservation easement, forever protecting habitat for birds, 
wildlife and scenic views as well as the exceptional water quality of Swan Lake. 
     In November, FLT partnered with two landowners to protect a total of 66-acres 
of important riverfront land near Whitefish.  Sally Ericsson and Tom Garwin placed 
their 36 acres along the Stillwater River under conservation easement, followed by 
Mark Schmidt, who conserved his 30-acre parcel along the Whitefish River.  Both 
properties protect prime agricultural lands and riparian habitats, providing wildlife 
habitat security and connectivity.
     Our education and outreach programs were especially popular and 
reached many across the Flathead Valley. The Bird Education Program helped 
to educate over 300 7th and 8th graders about birds and conservation from West 
Valley, Bigfork, Evergreen and Two Eagle River School in the Mission Valley.    
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Babby & Klaus McCartney
Riley McClelland
Abe & Shelley McCoy
Ken & Karen McFadden
Marlin & Maureen Casey 
   McKeever
Balbina & Clarence McKenzie
Brian & Heidi Miller
Blake Mobley
Palmer Moe
Devvi Morgan
Harry & Lesley Morgan
Patricia Muller
Harley Mumma & Nancy Hyde
Barbara & Don Murray
Lech Naumovich & Drea Beale
Robert & Elizabeth Norheim
Denny Olson & Mary Jo 
   Gardner
Dr. Lynne Paretchan
Margaret Parodi
Val & Larry Parsons
Andrew Paslawsky & Kim Sands
Jerrie Marie & James Pickard
Carolyn & Doug Pitman
Roseanne Prevost-Morgan
Gayle Prunhuber
Paul Rana
John Repke
Dave & Cheryl Reynolds
Christina Ricchi
Kim & Janice Richards
Steve & Arla Rosso
Roger Rowles & Valerie Konnerup
Peter & Karen Saunders
Don & Colleen Scharfe
Leigh Schickendantz & Mark
   Leitzel
Rose & Don Schwennesen
Cody & Elizabeth Sherman
Dean & Lois Sirucek
Doc & Terri Smiley
Roger & Libby Smith
Poonam Soni
Jerry & Patti Sorensen
Jerry & Jeanne Southwood
David & Haydi Sowerwine
Trenton & Caitlin Spratling
Timothy Strand & Sukey Pfirman
Mark & Nancy Svennungsen
Brett Svetlik & Sierra McCartney

Janis Taylor & Andrew Brown
Brett Thuma
Joel & Michele Tohtz
Lara Tomov  
Lee Travis
Paul & Samantha Travis
Daniel Patrick Tressler
Denise & Mark VanArtsdale
Jordan & Sarah Vaughan
Joel & Barbara Vignere
Betty Violette
Dr. Loren & Sherry Vranish
Ben & Katie Ward
Terry & Sally Welder
Jim Williams
Linda & John Winnie
Tina Zenzola & Nick Gistaro

UP TO $100
Chris & Sophie Albert
Jill Alexander
Linda Almquist
Anonymous (2)
Gerald Askevold
Daniel C. Bangeman
Michael & Laura Bean
Anne V. Berg
Vivian J. Birchall
Kristy Bly
Sarah Bolcer
Barbara R. Boorman
James and Jo Borowski
Collette Box
Barb Boyle
Lynne Brett
Donald James Burgard
Chuck Cameron and Vita Wright
BJ Carlson
Marcus & Jeanne Carlson
Gary & Shirley Carver
Catherine Cloutier
Connie Cohen
Karin Connelly
Judy & Bill Cox
Shams & Kelly Deitrick
Leslie Dillon
Angel Dominguez
Janet Downey
Francesca Droll & John Webster
Lindsey Erickson
Bruce & Renee Ewing

Darcie L. Fast
Susan Fletcher
Shirley Folkwein
Linda & Wade Fredenberg
Lydia Garvey
Bob & Joan Gates
Richard & Glenda Gehri
Karen Gentry
Christina Granrud
Noah Guse
Reid Guse
Jonathan Haber & Susan
   Barmeyer
Lee Calvin Harris
Kristen Harrison
Gary & Lynn Havens
Karin Hilding & Rob Gordon
Matt & Corrie Holloway
Kendra Hope & Paul Sheehan
Kay Howells
Andy Hudak
Ryan & Eve Hunter
Claudine Johnson
Gordon Johnson
Kelsey Johnson
Mike Jopek & Pam Gerwe
Carole Jorgensen
Matt Kennedy
Lorne & Leslie Kermath
Clifford & Cassidy Kipp
Dianne Marie Klinski
Burket & Claire Kniveton
Kellie Knox & William Swann
Daniel & Betsy Kohnstamm
Mike & Mae Koopal
Jeff Kozlovich & Krista Hodges
David & Betsy Krehbiel
Jim Lackey
Arnold & Karen Larsen
Casey Lewis
Norma Linsky
Linda Miller
Ben & Maureen Louden
Jan Love
Jerry Lundgren & Alice Ford
Marianne Madler
Mark & Ashleigh Magill
Brian & Denise Manning
Carol & Jim Marino
Sue & Gerry Mattison
Peggy Moore

Mary Kay Myett
Diane Myslicki
Vallina & Richard Ostrem
Rachel Parker
Juan & Daria Perez
Becky Petrashek
William & Jana Pursell
David Pyle
Karen Reeves & Doug Chadwick
Mary & Greg Riddle
Chuck & Chris Robbins
Erick & Jennifer Robbins
Jim Rogers & Sherry Jones
Ed Rothfuss
Robert & Deborah Sapp
Kent & Vicki Saxby
Richard H. Schaus
Beth Schecher
Joan Schmidt & Brent Higgins
Anne Scott-Markle
Denise Seehusen
Arshad Sheikh
Aaron & Allison Siems
Paula & Bob Smith
Will & Bonnie Smith
Jenanne Solberg
Merry Lynn Southers
State Employee Giving
   Campaign
Mike & Bonnie Streeter
Ann Swanson
Jeanne Tallman & Don DuBeau
Darcy Thomas
William Thomas
Steve Thompson & Nancy
   Woodruff
Elaine Turk
Susan Waldron
Timothy & Amy Williams
John & Marjorie Wilson
Wyatt & Poppy Wilson
Marilyn Wood
Daniel Zlogar & Kelly Redfield

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF KEN 
SIDERIUS
Barbara Boorman
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Dick Gordon & Cheryl Watkins
Gary & Lynn Havens
David and Betsy Krehbiel

Project Restricted Grants 74%                                                                                                     

Stewardship Fund 
Contributions 2%                                                                                                                 

Project Restricted
Donations 5%                                                       

Unrestricted
Grants 5%                                                                                   

Other Income 
and Interest 4%                                                                               

INCOME
In 2024, Flathead Land Trust’s 

operations and conservation 
project income was $2,932,315.  

Here’s the breakdown of where our 
support came from.  

Membership 
Donations 10%                         

Fundraising  3%                                                                                                     

Conservation Projects, Program Services  93%                         

EXPENSES
In 2024, our operating and 

conservation project expenses 
were $3,335,086.  Below is a 

breakdown of how the funds were 
spent.

Administration 4%                         

FLATHEAD LAND TRUST'S FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN FOR 2024: 

Note: Summaries depict unaudited financials.  Most recent 
audited financials are available on our website or by request.   

Dr. Tom Little
Frances McAllister
David & Linda Peterson
Larry & Becky Williams

BUSINESS MEMBERS & 
SPONSORS
$500 - $2,500
Trees for Life, Inc.
Kehoe's Agate Shop
Forestoration, Inc.

UP TO $499
First Interstate Bank – Bigfork
Insty Prints
Montana Raft Company
Schellinger Construction, Inc.
Anonymous
Open Land Law, PLLC
McCabe Excavation, Inc.
The Simple Chef Catering/ Farm
   to Fork
Kroger, Inc.
Behron, LLC
Rocky Mountain Outfitter

CONSERVATION 
EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Sally C. Ericsson and Tom Garwin
Iron Horse
Charles and Renate Jaquette
Paul Johnson & Candace
   Greene
Mark Schmidt
John Weaver
Luci Yeats

Preservation Partner Monthly 
Donor

  On behalf of Doug Chadwick 
in gratitude for his many years 
of excellent service to the 
Foundation's Advisory Board
 In honor of Diane Conradi 
for her participation on a Swan 
Watershed panel
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ASSETS (as of 12/31/24)
Cash and Cash Equivalents:  $165,805     
Investments: $1,141,893 
Property and Fixed Assets: $474,947

Total Assets: $1,782,645

21      
Partner 
Projects

20,339 
Total Acres 
Protected

83 
Conservation 

Easements

15,899 
Easement Acres

 Protected

Land 
Protection 
Snapshot:
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Tails on the Trails - Dog Day at Harrell Forest- Saturday, June 7 (10:00 - 2:00)

Protect & Connect! Flathead Land Trust's 40th Anniversary Celebration - 
Saturday, June 21 (11:00 - 3:00)

Tour of Johnston Conservation Easement-Sunday, August 3 (10:00 - Noon)

Upcoming Events
Celebrate National Trails Day at Harrell Forest with your dog!  Hit the trails together and learn tips for responsible trail use 
while enjoying the beauty of the forest.  At 10:00 a.m., Sarah Luna of Last Best K9 will lead a free leash training 
workshop to help you and your dog build good trail habits. Space is limited, so reservations are required (please email us at 
info@flatheadlandtrust.org to register). Throughout the day, dogs can bring their human by the Harrell Forest B.A.R.K. Ranger 
table and earn their very own Harrell Forest B.A.R.K. Ranger certification. 

Celebrate 40 Years of community-based conservation with Flathead Land Trust!  We invite you to gather on the stunning 
Kohrs property, nestled along the Stillwater River just west of Whitefish, protected through a conservation easement 
with Flathead Land Trust.  Enjoy live music by Mike Murray, a delicious picnic lunch by Uptown Hearth, refreshing beer and 
wine, family activities, fantastic raffle baskets, inspiring speakers, topped off with a opportunity to directly support our future 
conservation efforts through a paddle raise.  Learn more and order tickets at: FlatheadLandTrust.org.

Enjoy a morning stroll of this beautiful 682-acre property along the Flathead River, farmed by the family for over a century.  
This free tour will be followed by a few words from the landowners and a provided picnic lunch.  Space is limited, so RSVP 
is required. Please email us to reserve your spot at: info@flatheadlandtrust.org. 

Kayak Tour of Conservation Along the Stillwater River - Saturday, August 9
Please stay tuned to our eNews, website and social media for more details on this lovely float on the Stillwater River west of 
Whitefish.  For more upcoming events, please make sure you are on our eNews mailing list, follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram and check our website.  To sign up for our e-News, email us at: info@flatheadlandtrust.org. 


