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75th Conservation Easement
          

     Celebrating Our

"A farm is more than land and crops - it is a 
family's heritage and future" - Unknown



FLATHEAD LAND TRUST | 3

2024 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

GREG GUNDERSON
President

BILL CORWIN
Past President

JAMES RAFFERTY
Treasurer

MARGARET NOTLEY
President Elect

CHRIS ALBERT
Secretary

RICK MACE
KARL RUDBACH

JENNIFER ROGGE
REBECCA HUGHES

LISA FLOWERS

FLATHEAD LAND 
TRUST STAFF

PAUL TRAVIS
Executive Director

RYAN HUNTER
Land Protection Specialist

LAURA KATZMAN 
Land Protection Specialist

JENNIFER GUSE
Communications, Outreach 

and Special Projects 
Coordinator

690 N. Meridian , Suite 207
P.O. Box 1913

Kalispell, MT 59903
406.752.8293

info@flatheadlandtrust.org
www.flatheadlandtrust.org

OUR MISSION
Flathead Land Trust is 

dedicated to the conservation 
of northwest Montana's land 

and water legacy through 
voluntary agreements with 

private landowners 

75th Conservation Easement  
Celebrating Our 

Paul Travis, Executive Director

On January 17, we were fortunate to partner with 
Charlie and Renate Jaquette to place Flathead 
Land Trust’s 75th conservation easement on their 

beautiful 497-acre farm in the Creston area.  Containing 
some of the richest topsoil in the valley, the easement 
adds to an existing network of more than 14,500 acres 
of conserved lands along a 50-mile stretch of the 
Flathead River and north shore of Flathead Lake.  The 
Jaquettes have been farming their land for multiple 
generations beginning with Charlie’s grandfather who 
first settled here in 1907.  It’s incredible to think how much has changed in the Flathead Valley 
in that span of time and how much farmland and open space we’ve lost.  As farmers, the 
Jaquettes realize the importance of keeping their land intact and undeveloped as the best 
way to sustain a productive agricultural operation.  Conservation is also vitally important to 
a growing community to ensure we will continue to have rich farmland, local foods, wildlife 
habitat and open spaces that we can pass on to future generations.  In the past four years, 
we have been witnessing a growing interest from landowners to voluntarily conserve 
their land.  This has resulted in more conservation in critical areas like the Creston Bench, 
including the 731-acre Mast conservation easement and the 318-acre de Yong conservation 
easement completed by our friends at Montana Land Reliance. 

In February, we added another critical easement with the permanent conservation of the 
405-acre Owen Sowerwine property east of Kalispell.  Protection of this beloved area along 
the braided section of the Flathead River has been a dream for 50 years and I applaud all 
our partners and donors who helped make it possible.  For the rest of 2024, we expect to 
complete eight more conservation easements and protect an additional 1,295 acres making 
this our busiest year yet.  As we look to the future, Flathead Land Trust is laser-focused on 
making the investments needed to build our capacity and meet the growing need for 
conservation in the Flathead Valley and throughout northwest Montana.  This includes hiring 
more staff and expanding our resources so we can do more.  We want to do everything we 
can to capitalize on opportunities before they are lost and increase the pace and quantity of 
conservation.  That’s where your support continues to be so important as we look forward to 
completing our next 75 conservation easements.  

We are embarking on a new era for Flathead Land Trust.  Next year, I’m excited to announce 
that our community-based organization will turn 40 years old and we are gearing up to 
celebrate this major milestone with you all.  Stay tuned for more info soon.  As always, I invite 
you to stay involved, join us at our events, volunteer, attend a guided hike and continue to 
support our efforts.  Your involvement makes all the difference in the world for conservation 
and the future of the Flathead. 

Owen Sowerwine, with its mosaic of wetlands, riverine 
forests and meandering waterways, including the Flathead 
and Stillwater Rivers, is critical habitat for diverse wildlife 
and an "Important Bird Area."  It also plays a vital role in 
safeguarding water quality in the rivers and downstream.

Owen Sowerwine’s dream for this land has become a 
lasting reality – a vibrant haven for wildlife and a cherished 
community resource.  Ownership will remain with the state, 
while Flathead Audubon Society will continue its passionate 
stewardship of resources and educational programs, as it 
has for many years.  Public access will continue, and Owen 
Sowerwine's legacy will live on.

Owen Sowerwine 
IS FINALLY PERMANENTLY PROTECTED! 

Montana Fish and Wildlife     
   Conservation Trust 
The Kendeda Fund, through
    Heart of the Rockies 
    Initiative “Keep It Connected”
    Program
Whitefish Community
    Foundation
North American Wetland
    Conservation Act Grant
Flathead Audubon Society &
    their members & supporters
Montana Audubon
The Liz Claiborne and Art
    Ortenberg Foundation,
    through Heart of the Rockies
    Initiative “Keep It Connected”
    Program
Flathead Lakers & their Members
    & Supporters 

Jim & Lisa Stack
Montana Department of Natural 
    Resources & Conservation
Molly Miller & Mark
    Jungerman
AGL Foundation
High Stakes Foundation
Lauren Pipkorn
Cinnabar Foundation
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks
    Wildlife Mitigation Program
Thomas & Teresa Quinn
James Hollensteiner
Lynda Saul
Julie Baldridge
The Bibler Foundation
Sally Cameron-Russell &
    Michael Russell 
Alan & Sallie Gratch
Jennifer Graham

Leif & Amy Peterson 
Flathead Valley Trout 
    Unlimited 
David & Haydi Sowerwine
Carol Fontaine
Bruce Tannehill & Gail 
    Cleveland
Gary & Glenna Thon
Alison Young 
John & Carol Santa
Montana Trout Unlimited 
Todd & Lannette Bloom
Richard Gordon & Cheryl
    Watkins
Brent & Kay Mitchell
Franklin Schroeter
Estate of Michael Sowerwine
Walter Rowntree & Laura
    Reynolds
Tara Brister

Andrew Hickling
Martha Stadler
Ben & Katie Ward
Peter & Karen Saunders
Brian & Marie Clark
Jan Anderson
Carol Bibler & Jim Watson
Flathead Wildlife
Duff & Marion Gerrish
Richard & Susan Hildner
Laurie Issel-Tarver
Lucy Smith
Bernard McHugh
Rosemary McKinnon
Terry & Katy Meyers
Thomas & Kristine Carlson
Barbara Taylor & Jay Barlow
Joel & Barbara Vignere
Terry & Sally Welder - AND - 
Over 300 additional individuals!

Thank you MAJOR DONORS, GRANTORS AND PARTNERS 
TO THE OWEN SOWERWINE PROJECT!

N       early 50 years ago, a man named Owen 
Sowerwine dreamed of safeguarding a 405-acre 
community treasure near Kalispell.  This year, that 

vision blossomed into reality. 

The stage was set a quarter century ago, when Montana 
Audubon lobbied lawmakers to enact a statute allowing a 
conservation easement to be placed on this specific parcel 
of state land by a nonprofit.  After years of collaboration with 
Flathead Audubon Society, Flathead Lakers, and Montana 
Department of Natural Resources & Conservation, Flathead 
Land Trust is proud to be that nonprofit.  A conservation 
easement now permanently protects this incredible place.

We would be wise to assume that in some not distant, but unpredictable future, our valley will have 100,000 to 
200,000 residents – and that additional millions will pass through every year.  On that assumption, we who live here 
today can help determine what this valley will be like when that day comes.”   – Owen Sowerwine, 1974
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Honoring aMilestone Conservation Easement: JAQUETTE FARM JOINS GROWING CONSERVATION NETWORK
The Flathead Valley has much to celebrate with the recent 
permanent protection of the 497-acre Jaquette farm east of 
Kalispell.  The preservation of this agricultural and ecological 
stronghold  marked the 75th conservation easement 
completed by Flathead Land Trust since its inception in 
1985.  What an incredible property to commemorate this 
important milestone!  Not only does this parcel add to the 
growing conservation network in the highly productive 
Creston area, but it also allows Charles and Renate Jaquette 
to continue to own and farm their land, honoring the history 
and heritage of the Jaquette family.

The family legacy stretches back to 1907, when Charles 
Jaquette's grandfather first settled the land.  Boasting some 
of the richest topsoil in the valley, the farm has supported 
a diverse range of crops and livestock over generations. 
The conservation easement ensures that the farm will 
remain intact, while limiting residential and commercial 
development into the future.  

Continuing to farm land in the Flathead Valley requires 
commitment and persistence, while other options may offer 
quick financial gains.  High development pressure drives up 
land prices and threatens prized places such as the Creston 
area, which harbors prime agricultural soils so valuable to 

our region.  Solutions such as purchasing a conservation 
easement through funding from the Agricultural Land 
Easement (ALE) program, through the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS), can allow families to continue 
farming.  Landowners may subsequently pass their land 
on to future generations or sell it to another generation of 
farmers while retaining cash for retirement, paying down a 
mortgage or a myriad of other options. The Jaquettes chose 
a unique approach, using proceeds from the purchased 
conservation easement, made possible through funding 
from the NRCS ALE program, to do a “1031 exchange”. 
Through this approach, they bought 425 acres of agricultural 
land in the Palouse region of Idaho that was slated to be split 
up if sold to a different buyer, and kept it in farming. 

Other families in the Creston area have also recently chosen 
a conservation outcome for their farms.  The Mast and de 
Yong families have honored their agricultural heritages and 
futures by placing a collective 1,050 acres under perpetual 
conservation easements with Montana Land Reliance (MLR) 
in the past few months, also made possible through funding 
from the NRCS ALE program.  As scenic vistas and open 
space become more valuable to the public, the foresight 
of landowners working to protect this suite of lands gains 
added significance. 

While easements like this greatly benefit the people of 
Montana, wildlife habitat also gains vital protection from 
this interwoven landscape of protected properties.  The 
Jaquette easement cradles a mile of Egan Slough, adding 
to a mosiac of waterways and adjacent lands along of 
50 miles of the Flathead River and north shore of Flathead 
Lake.  Collectively, over 14,000 acres are conserved within 
this swath.  Situated amid a vital migratory bird flyway, the 
property serves as critical stopover habitat for a multitude 
of avian species to feed and refuel on their long migrations. 
Bald eagle nest on the island on Egan Slough and over 150 
bird species utilize the area, including 24 species of concern. 
Grizzly bear and other wildlife travel this important corridor, 
which is so crucial to their survival.

FLATHEAD LAND TRUST'S 
Land Protection Snapshot:

76 Conservation 
Easements

20 Partner 
Projects

19,285 
Total Acres 
Protected

14,845 
Easement acres 

protected

We are grateful to the Jaquette family as well as to all the 
other landowners, agencies, partners and supporters, 
whose forward thinking has allowed the Creston region to 
remain an agricultural and ecological refuge!
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MANY THANKS TO OUR 2023 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
GRANTORS AND FOUNDATIONS
$100,000 PLUS
Heart of the Rockies Initiative
  - Keep It Connected Program:
    Kendeda Fund
NRCS Agricultural Land Easement
    Program
Trust for Public Land
Whitefish Community Foundation
  - Great Fish Community 
    Challenge

$10,000 - $99,999
AGL Foundation
Heart of the Rockies Initiative
  - Keep It Connected Program:
    Liz Clairborne and Art 
    Ortenberg Foundation
High Stakes Foundation
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
    Montana Trail Stewardship 
    Grant Program
Recreational Trails Program
The Bibler Foundation
The Cinnabar Foundation

$500 - $9,999
Applied Materials Foundation
Flathead Conservation District
Flathead Valley Trout Unlimited
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.
Land Trust Alliance
Montana Conservation Corps
Montana Dept. of Transportation
Montana State Parks Foundation
North American Wetlands
    Conservation Act Grant
Whitefish Community Foundation
  - Community Grant Program

INDIVIDUALS:
$50,000 PLUS
Anonymous
Jim and Lisa Stack

$10,000 - $49,999
Page Anderson and Julie Burke
Molly Miller and Mark Jungerman
Tom and Teresa Quin

$5,000 - $9,999
Alan and Sallie Gratch
Markovich Family Foundation
Leif and Amy Peterson

Sally Cameron-Russell and 
   Michael Russell
David and Haydi Sowerwine
Steve and Ardy Whistler

$1,000 - $4,999
Jan Anderson
Anonymous (3)
Jay Barlow and Barbara Taylor
Roger and Beth Barth
William and Elizabeth Bayne
Carol Bibler and Jim Watson
Bloom Family Fund
Stuart Breslin and Patricia Bahr
   Breslin
Matt and Tara Brister
Nicholas Brooke
Bryan Caforio
California Notley Foundation –
   Margaret Notley
Tom and Kris Carlson
Brian and Marie Clark
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Sally C. Ericsson and Tom Garwin
Mary Ann and Don Garner
Richard Gordon and Cheryl 
   Watkins
Andrea Sliter Goudge and Bill 
   Goudge
Jennifer A. Graham
Richard and Suzanne Hildner
James and Wanda Hollensteiner
    Foundation
iiwii Foundation
Ila B. Dousman Fund
Laurie Issel-Tarver
Doug and Cindy Kelly
Douglas and Carolyn Kohrs
Barbara Lee
Rosemary and John McKinnon
Terry and Katy Meyers
Julie and Doug Mitchell
Nedom Family Giving Fund
Ruth and Samuel Neff
Lauren Pipkorn
Walter Rowntree and Laura
   Reynolds
SahanDaywi Foundation
John and Carol Santa
George Scherman and Kate
   Kendall
Franklin Schroeter
Jim and Christine Scott
Ken Siderius and Cathy
   Malarchick
Lucy Smith 

Bruce Tannehill and Gail 
   Cleveland
The Capital Group Companies
   Charitable Foundation
James Toomey
Joel and Barbara Vignere
Ben and Katie Ward
Becky and Larry Williams*
Casey and Melanie Wyckoff
Alison Young

$500-$999
American Online Giving
   Foundation
Anonymous 
Julie & Sam Baldridge
Bank of America Charitable
   Foundation
Gael Bissell and Rick Mace
Suzanne Booker
Bright Funds
Michael D. Brooks
Patricia and John Case
Lawrence Cohen and Sue Eberle
Penelope Deleray
Chuck Ensign*
Bart and Carole Erickson
Fidelity Charitable
Lisa Flowers
Bruce Gipe
David Gordon
Robert and Carol Hermes
Christopher Scott Hoge
Mike and Lindsey Hromadka
Jane Hunt and Ian MacCallum
Darci and Randy Iola
Jeff Jones
Pierre and Melissa Kaptanian
Kramer Family Fund of the 
   Whitefish Community
   Foundation
Ben Long and Karen Nichols
Fred Longhart and Marjory 
   McClaren
Amy Marmer and John Ataman
Riley McClelland
Allan and Valeri McGarvey
Craig McIntyre
Brian and Heidi Miller
Don Moe and Peggy Brewer
Chris and Jan Moore*
Dan and Jeanne Olson
Dr. Lynne Paretchan
Jim and Linda Regnier
Tricia Rosenthal
Tim and Deborah Salt

Peter and Karen Saunders
Don and Colleen Scharfe
William L Scribner
Liz Seabaugh
Mike and Marie Shaw
Patricia and Michael Shearin
Dan and Kim Short
Everit and Nikki Sliter
Jerry and Patti Sorensen
Preston and Marjorie Spencer
Martha Stadler
Viola Taylor
Sharon Thorne
Cheryl Younger

$100-$499
Susan and Charles Abell
David and Maren Amnotte
Anonymous (3)
Anne Scott-Markle, LCPC
Donetta and Tom Antonovich
Jennifer Asebrook and Richard
   Menicke
Kirk Ball
Rick and Trish Bartoskewitz
Don and Rebecca Bauder
Randy and Rayne Beach
Isaac Billings
Janet Blackler
Cameron Blake and Sandy Gray
Bruce Boody
Rita Braun and Charles Stearns
Kathryn Britton
Jerry and Aileen Brosten
John and Kris Bruninga
Gerard and Loretta Byrd
CAF America
BJ Carlson
Robley and Carol Carr
Dan and Susannah Casey
Victory and Ted Chase
Craig Clark
Jo and Larry Clayton
Cindy Coats
Clancy Cone
Karin Connelly
Linda and Del Coolidge
Ed and Sue Corrigan
Don and Janet Cutshall
Larry Davis and Roberta
   Myers
Frank and Linda DeKort
Leslie Dillon
Dennis and Terry Divoky
Angel Dominguez
Robin Edwards

Harry and Maddy Etter
Tom Evans
Ann and Dan Fagre
Flathead Lakers
Susan Fletcher
Shirley Folkwein
Italo E. Franceschi
Michael Frost
John Gangemi and Robin Bissell
Joanna Gehrig
Andrew Gellman
Elma and George Giavasis
Ken and Autumn Gottschlich
David Grady and Linda Engh-
   Grady
Richard and Gayle Graf
Diana Gray
Greg and Catherine Gunderson*
Karen L Gunderson*
Jennifer and Scott Guse
Barbara Gutschenritter and Tom 
   Caughlan
Richard Haberkern
Keith Hammer and Pam Willison
Tom and Sue Harding
Bill Haring and Carol McSweeney
George and Mary Jo Harris
Robin and Craig Harrison
Maureen Hathaway
Nic Headlee
Dennis Heinzig and Iona McMillan
Philip Heller
Carmen Hemmer
Karen Hertzog
Aja Hicks
Chris Holdhusen
Matt and Corrie Holloway
Margaret Jean Howard
Noel Huettich
Becky Hughes and Joe Mann*
Michele Irelan
Alan Johnson
Connie Johnson and George
   Losleben
Bill and Ann Jones
Dale Kalberg
Bonnie Katzman
Gail Katzman
Kitty and Denny Kellogg
Nancy Kelly
Maureen Kemp
Pat & Kevin Klever
Susan Kola
Ryan Lakey
Ann Lansing and Will Harper
Benny Lawrence

Jeffrey D. and Cindy Lewis
Jake Libaire
H. Maurice and Marsha Linam
Justin and Moira Linam
Linda Miller
Elizabeth Mayer Lockwood
Bob Lopp
Steve Lull
Diane and Bill Lundgren
Jim and Norma MacKenzie
Stanley and Elizabeth Makman
Patrick Malone
David Martin and Lynne Metcalfe
Marylane Pannell
Allison McCarthy and Scott 
   Roskam
Babby and Klaus McCartney
Sarah McClure
Abe and Shelley McCoy
Loren Suzanne McEwan
Marlin and Maureen Casey
   McKeever
Balbina and Clarence McKenzie
Paul & Holly McKenzie
Geri and Kent Meireis
Blake Mobley
Randy and Jim Mohn
Peggy Moore
Devvi Morgan
Sherry Morris
Jeff and Amy Mow
Harley Mumma and Nancy Hyde
Dorothy and David Myers
Terry & Connie Myhre
William and Beverly O'Brien
Denny Olson and Mary Jo
   Gardner
Sara Palifka
Margaret Parodi
Val and Larry Parsons
Andrew Paslawsky and Kim
   Sands
Ronald and Patricia Peebles
Karen Perser and Sydney Lillard
Mary Person
Dave Petersen
Jerrie Marie Pickard
Carolyn and Doug Pitman
Katie Plett
Jack and Rachel Potter
Roseanne Prevost-Morgan
William and Jana Pursell
Paul Rana*
Karen Reeves and Doug 
   Chadwick
John Repke
Jennifer and Tim Rogge
Steve and Sue Rolfing
Steve and Arla Rosso

Ed and Marjorie Rothfuss
Karl and Courtney Rudbach
Pamela and Gary Ryan
Beth and Will Saltonstall
Robert and Deborah Sapp
Lynda Saul
Kent and Vicki Saxby
Richard H. Schaus
Denise Seehusen
George and Jane Shryock
Donald E Shurr
Dean and Lois Sirucek
Doc and Terri Smiley
Paula and Bob Smith
Roger and Libby Smith
Poonam Soni
Jerry and Jeanne Southwood
Owen Eduard Sowerwine
Christine Stanley
Timothy Strand and Sukey
   Pfirman
Stephanie Sunshine
Brett Svetlik and Sierra McCartney
Karen Sykes
Cat Taylor
Darcy Thomas
Eddie Thomas*
Joel and Michele Tohtz
Lee Travis
Paul and Samantha Travis
Jim and Sandra Vashro
VMWare Foundation
Dr. Loren and Sherry Vranish
Susan Waldron
Terry and Sally Welder
Barbara White Family
Nina Wickersham
Jim Williams
Karen Williams
Linda and John Winnie*
Alida Wright
Bill Yankee and Norma Horseman
Tina Zenzola and Nick Gistaro

UP TO $100
Linda Almquist
Anonymous (2)
Gerald Askevold
Dan Bangeman
Henry M Beebe
Behron, LLC
Benevity Community Impact 
   Fund
Rita Bennett
Anne V Berg
Brad and Ellen Blickhan
Barbara R. Boorman
Nancy Boyd
Patricia Brady

Barbara Calm
Marcus and Jeanne Carlson
Les and Jo Lee Carpenter
Gary and Shirley Carver
Chris Clouse
Catherine Cloutier
Connie Cohen
Mike Conner
Diane Conradi and Steve Braun
Stewart Corn
Cynthia Dearing
Leslie A. DeLongpre
Janet Downey
JoAnn Speelman Dramer
Katie Egland Cox
Leif and Aubrey Erickson
Kaitlyn Farrar
Fred and Nancy Flint
Gail and Scott Galloway
Susan Garside
Lydia Garvey
Bob and Joan Gates
Richard and Glenda Gehri
Karen Gentry
Ricci Gertz
John Glader
Andrea Goff
Lael and Darrell Gray
Jonathan Haber and Susan
   Barmeyer
Kristen Harrison
Joy Hawley
Karin Hilding and Rob Gordon
Roderick and Dori Hines
Laura and Brett Holmquist
Kendra Hope and Paul Sheehan
Kay Howells
Leslie and Will Hunt
Ryan and Eve Hunter
Charlene and James Iannucci
Claudine Johnson
Gordon Johnson
Jim Rogers and Sherry Jones
Mike Jopek and Pam Gerwe
Gil Jordan and Kim Pinter
Carole Jorgensen
Laura Katzman and Chris Downs
Matt Kennedy
Sharon and Tom Kennett
Margaret Kincaid
Clifford and Cassidy Kipp
Kellie Knox and and William 
   Swann
Lacy Kowalski
Ross and Miranda Kulzer
Dennis LaBonty
Jim Lackey
Arnold and Karen Larsen
Deb Lessmeier

Casey Lewis
Norma Linsky
Bret and Ruth Luedke
Jerry Lundgren and Alice Ford
Marianne Madler
Brian and Denise Manning
Carol and Jim Marino
Sue & Gerry Sue Mattison
Kevin McClelland
Sue and Greg McCormick
Teri McDonald
Karen McGrath
Jan and Pete Metzmaker
Kimberly Mitchell
Susan Muellner
Cindy Murray
DeeDee Myers
Yvonne Nanasi
Norman Kuennen and Mary
   Reed
Vallina and Richard Ostrem
Barbara Palmer
Sara S. Parr
Monica Pastor
Mary Peele-Masek
Becky Petrashek
Helen Pilling
Chuck and Chris Robbins
Erick and Jennifer Robbins
Randi Rognlie
Jedd Sankar-Gorton
Karen Savage
Brian and Lyndsay Schott
Jay Shaver and Cathy Relf
Tim and Hilary Shaw
Kevin Shea
Molly Shepherd
Aaron and Allison Siems
Nan and Jerry Smalley
Nicholas Smith
Will and Bonnie Smith
Jenanne Solberg
Merry Lynn Southers
Margaret E. Stadler
State Employee Giving 
   Campaign
Howard Stephenson
Julie Stetter
Courtney Stone
Chelsey & Robert Strube
Mark and Nancy Svennungsen
Jeanne Tallman and Don
   DuBeau
Janis Taylor
Jacob Thomas and Brit Clark
William Thomas
Ken Torgerson
Carol Treadwell and John Steitz
Summer Trottier

Membership Donations 13%                                                                                                     

Interest/Other Income 2%                                                                                                                 

Grants  8%                                                       
Stewardship Fund 
Contributions   2%                                                                                   

Events 2%                                                                               

Project Restricted
Grants  61%                         

INCOME
In 2023, Flathead Land Trust’s 

operations and conservation 
project income was $1,236,999.  

Here’s the breakdown of where our 
support came from.

Project Restricted
Donations  12%                         

Administration  5%                                                                                                     

Conservation Projects, 
Program Services  91%                         

EXPENSES
In 2023, our operating and project 
expenses were $725,555.  Below 
is a breakdown of how the funds 

were spent.Fundraising  4%                         

2023 ANNUAL REPORT and FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Your support makes our community-based conservation work possible.  Here are highlights from 2023. 

 In January, Pat Nissen and his son Jake partnered with us to 
permanently conserve their 24-acre property near the Stillwater River 
northwest of Whitefish.  The property is adjacent to and compliments 
another 27-acre property already conserved with a Flathead Land 
Trust easement.  This block of protected open space serves as a wildlife 
movement corridor for bears and other animals between the Whitefish 
Range and the Stillwater River. 

 In May, Ed Goldberg conserved his 40-acre property along the 
Swan River near Bigfork with Flathead Land Trust.  The protected parcel 
contains a mosaic of riparian forest and wetlands supporting a myriad 
of birds and wildlife.  The property’s natural, largely intact riparian forest 
provides quality wildlife habitat for grizzly bear, black bear, mountain 
lion, coyote, fox and deer that visit the area, along with at least 114 
species of birds.

 On September 22, Flathead Land Trust, in partnership with the Trust for Public 
Land and Montana Land Reliance, opened the Harrell Forest Community Trails 
to the public. The 238-acre recreational oasis near Bigfork, which is owned 
and managed by Flathead Land Trust, was permanently protected through a 
conservation easement in 2022.  Since its opening last fall, community members 
have enjoyed access to over 6 miles of new hiking and biking trails, a new 
trailhead and awe-inspiring vistas overlooking the pristine waters of Flathead 
Lake and the majestic Swan Mountain Range.  For more info and a trail map, visit 
our website at flatheadlandtrust.org.    

 We continued working with partners Flathead Audubon, Flathead Lakers 
and MT DNRC towards the permanent conservation of the 405-acre Owen 
Sowerwine property east of Kalispell.  In November, we reached our fundraising 
goal and received approval of the conservation easement from the MT Land 
Board, which finally led to the completion of the project in February of 2024.

FLATHEAD LAND TRUST'S FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN FOR 2023: 

Note: Summaries depict 
unaudited financials.  Most 
recent audited financials are 
available on our website or 
by request.   

Jordan and Sarah Vaughan
Charlie Webster and Debra Bond
Sue Wilkinson
Timothy and Amy Williams
John and Marjorie Wilson
Luci Yeats

BUSINESS MEMBERS & 
SPONSORS
$500 - $2,500
Center for Native Plants
Classic Company Boat Works
Eclipse Engineering, PC
First Montana Bank
Flathead Beacon
Forestoration, Inc.  
Freedom Bank
Gandy Dancer Gourmet Pepper
Glacier Bank
J Designs
Kehoe's Agate Shop 
North Country Builders
Ogle, Worm & Travis, PLLP
Park Side Credit Union
Sliters Lumber and Building
   Supply
Trees for Life, Inc.
Whitefish Credit Union

$100-$499
Flathead Lake Brewing Company
Insty Prints
Insured Titles
McCabe Excavation, Inc.
Mindful Designs
Montana Raft Company
Polebridge Mercantile and Bakery
Rocky Mountain Outfitter
Tim Rogge Construction
Schellinger Construction, Inc.
The Simple Chef Catering
Tamarack Cannabis
Weinberg & Hromadka, PLLC
Wheaton's Cycle
Whitefish Bike Retreat
The ZaneRay Group

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
STEWARDSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS
Tom and Pat Arnone
Chrysta Bourne
Ed Goldberg
Iron Horse Development
Shelia Marion
Patrick Nissen
Dean Robbins

* Preservation Partner Monthly Donor    
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ASSETS (as of 12/31/23)
Cash and Cash Equivalents:       $917,228
Investments: $810,245
Property and Fixed Assets:  $220,050
Other Assets:  $1,325
Total Assets:  $1,948,849
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Harrell Forest Guided Wildflower Walk - Thursday, May 9

Harrell Forest Guided Geology Tour - Tuesday, June 18

Owen Sowerwine Celebration - Wednesday, July 10

Upcoming Events
Join Flathead Land Trust’s Jen Guse on a guided wildflower walk through the beautiful new Harrell Forest Trails in Bigfork 
(1017 Bigfork Stage Road) on Thursday, May 9th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Discover the diverse wildflowers blooming in 
the forest, learn about the history and development of the Harrell Forest Trail system and experience the scenic views and 
tranquility of the forest.  This will be a slow-paced walk, allowing plenty of time to admire the wildflowers and ask questions. 
Space is limited, so please register in advance by contacting info@flatheadlandtrust.org.

Join Flathead Land Trust’s Executive Director, Paul Travis, for a Guided Geology Tour of the Harrell Forest Trails in Bigfork on 
Tuesday, June 18th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Learn about the ancient bedrock of the Harrell Forest, formed over a billion 
years ago, discover the impact of glaciers that sculpted the landscape during quaternary ice ages, see evidence of glacial till 
and glacial erratics deposited by retreating glaciers, enjoy breathtaking views of the Swan Mountains and Flathead Lake and 
learn about the history and development of the Harrell Forest Trail System.  Space is limited, so please register in advance by 
contacting info@flatheadlandtrust.org.

Together with our partners, Flathead Audubon, Flathead Lakers and Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation, we will celebrate the newly conserved 405-acre ecological oasis just east of Kalispell.  Stay tuned for details!
(Photo of braided section of Flathead River containing Owen Sowerwine courtesy of GravityShots.com.)

For more upcoming events, please make sure you are on our eNews mailing list and 
check the website for new events. To sign up for e-News, email us at: info@flatheadlandtrust.org. 


