
“There is a serene and settled majesty to woodland 
scenery that enters into the soul and delights and 

elevates it, and fills it with noble inclinations.”

- Washington Irving

Stillw
ater River on the new

 O
lney conservation easem

ent



In the span of only a few weeks, the COVID-19 
pandemic upended daily routines and impacted 
communities across the country in unprecedented 
ways. No corner of our society has been left 
untouched by the effects of the pandemic, including 
the nonprofit sector.  The pandemic has changed not 
only how we live, but also how we give.

Like most non-profit organizations, we have been 
very concerned about our ability to maintain during 
a time of crisis.  As we put our annual budget 
together, we had an expectation of not being able 
to meet our fundraising goals.  With two big, high 
profile conservation projects (Bad Rock Canyon and 

Somers Beach) underway, fundraising during the pandemic was our top challenge 
despite having to cancel our annual live fundraising event in August. Like many other 
organizations we were required to shift and adapt operations and services, with the 
most prevalent being pivoting to virtual means.

As pandemic shutdowns, layoffs, and cancelled events have fueled great need, 
Americans have been generous.  Despite our fundraising concerns, due to the 
generosity of our member community we have met and, in some cases, exceeded our 
revenue goals. US households prioritized giving to meet the pressing needs of those 
in their area.  COVID-19 has driven a surge in “localism,” bringing increased attention 
to pressing needs within our communities and the responsibility to take care of one 
another and the environment. 

With the support of our donors, Flathead Land Trust was able to keep our current 
staffing model in place, with some staff working in person and some working virtually.  
Our monthly board and committee meetings were held virtually.  Our annual fundraiser 
and holiday member appreciation party were also held virtually.  

The outlook for the Flathead Land Trust is extremely positive.  Fundraising goals for the 
Somers Beach Project have been met, and we our closing in on our goal for the Bad 
Rock Canyon Project.  We are continuing our in-person community events such as the
bird and bike tours. And, we are bringing back our annual fundraiser “The Land Affair” 
which is set for August 19, 2021.

Thank you all so much for your generosity and caring for the special environment 
that surrounds us. Get outside and make the most of the Flathead Valley. Have a great 
summer and I hope to see you at “The Land Affair”. 

 
 

     Bill Corwin, Board President
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OUR MISSION
Flathead Land Trust is 

dedicated to the conservation 
of northwest Montana’s land 

and water legacy through 
voluntary agreements with 

private landowners.  
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MAJOR MILESTONES REACHED FOR BAD ROCK 
CANYON AND SOMERS BEACH PROJECTS 
Our partnership with the Sliter family and Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks to conserve the 106-acre Somers 
Beach property and create a new Montana State 
Park on the north shore of Flathead Lake is nearing 
completion. In January, the Sliter family committed to 
match all donations given to Flathead Land Trust up to 
$25,000 for the long term operations and maintenance 
of the property as a new state park. Within just a month, 
generous donors stepped up and helped us meet the 
$25,000 challenge.  In April, the legislature authorized 
funding for the acquisition of the 106-acre Sliter property 
along the north shore of Flathead Lake for inclusion in the 
state park system by passing House Bill #5. Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks hopes to complete the purchase of the 
Sliter property by the end of the year. There will be a 
public process for how the future park will be developed 
with a public comment period. 
 
We’re also excited to announce that our partnership with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks to purchase 772 acres 
of Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. land along the Flathead 
River near Columbia Falls is also getting close. The Bad 
Rock Canyon Conservation Project is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to conserve strategically located land that 
provides important habitat connectivity for wildlife, and 
secures public access to a wild place as a new Wildlife 
Management Area. 

This spring, due to the generosity of several donors, we 
were able to establish a $150,000  matching challenge 
in partnership with the Flathead Lakers which raised 
a considerable amount of funding for the project. Not 
only have we now met that fundraising match, we have 
closed the entire funding gap for the $7.1 Million project! 
This summer, FWP will be asking for public comment on 
the proposed Bad Rock Canyon Wildlife Management 
Area environmental analysis and management plan. 
Visit flatheadlandtrust.org this summer for details and 
to submit comments to FWP.Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks will then seek approval from the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission and State Land Board this fall. Thank you 

to everyone who supported this incredible project so far.  
If all goes well this amazing conservation project will be 
completed in December.  

TWO CRITICAL PIECES OF FLATHEAD VALLEY 
BIRD HABITAT PROTECTED
Flathead Land Trust completed two conservation 
easements this winter which protect important migratory 
bird habitat in the lower Flathead Valley. Both easements 
protect habitat used by tundra swans, snow geese, 
northern pintail, mallard, Canada geese, American 
wigeon, and many other species of waterfowl. 

One easement protects 53.4 acres owned by Marty and 
Linda Boehm located along Mill Creek near its confluence 
with the Flathead River south of Creston. The conserved 
property safeguards 41 acres of wetlands and 0.6 miles 
of Mill Creek, a warm spring creek which is especially 
important to migratory birds in spring when other areas 
are ice-covered. Nearly 190 species of birds, 28 of which 
are priority species for conservation and a plethora of 
wildlife including grizzly bear, black bear, mountain lion, 
coyote, red fox and otter use the property. The property’s 
wetlands and riparian habitat also help protect the water 
quality in the Flathead River and Flathead Lake. 

The other conservation easement protects 36.4 acres 
owned by Bob Danford which include 15 acres of Reed’s 
Slough and rich farmland adjacent to the slough; the 
other half of Reed’s Slough is already protected by a 
conservation easement. The property borders 1,300 
acres of protected land including Wiley Slough, a 200 
acre wetland. It is also important to migratory waterfowl 
and even had a tagged snow goose that migrated 2,562 
miles from Wrangel Island, Russia use the habitat on 
the property last spring. Both conservation easements 
were made possible with grants from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service North American Wetland Conservation 
Act program that provides funding to protect wetlands 
and migratory bird habitat. The projects were also made 
possible with funding from the Cinnabar Foundation, 
Flathead River to Lake Initiative, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks Wildlife Mitigation Program, Flathead Audubon 
and Flathead Wildlife. 
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Just beyond Olney is a forested property over one thousand acres in size that 
mostly only locals knew about. It is a pocket of private property surrounded by 
public land with a beautiful stretch of over a mile of the Stillwater River cutting 
through the middle of it. At the end of last year, in partnership with Trust for 
Public Land and F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company, Flathead Land Trust 
helped conserve this incredible property and ensure permanent public access.

In 2017, the landowners, Cindy and Alan Horn, generously donated the 
property to The Trust for Public Land with the intent of facilitating greater 
land conservation. In a deal that achieves conservation of the property 
and generates funds for more conservation, The Trust for Public Land sold 
the property to F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company encumbered with a 
conservation easement held by the Flathead Land Trust. The outcome 
accomplishes the layered benefits that the former owners had hoped to see 
and is a true win-win scenario for all parties and the residents of Montana.
The conservation easement permanently protects this beautiful forested 

OF FORESTLAND CONSERVED NEAR OLNEY
A Thousand Acres

The Stillw
ater River flow
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property by limiting future development and ensuring that 
it will remain a privately held working forest contributing to 
our local economy. The conservation easement protects 
wildlife habitat, wildlife movement corridors, clean water 
and also allows for public recreational access to the 
property.

“This incredible property is now conserved in perpetuity 
and protects important wildlife habitat and water quality 
along the Stillwater River, as well as open space and 
forest resources for sustainable management”, said Paul 
Travis, Executive Director of the Flathead Land Trust. “The 
conservation easement also secures access for the use 
and enjoyment of the public adjacent to other public 
lands.  As the Flathead’s community-based land trust, we 
are proud to be a partner on this significant forestland 
conservation project with The Trust for Public Land and 
F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Co.”

Dick Dolan, Northern Rockies Regional Director for 
The Trust for Public Land, echoed the enthusiasm for 
this conservation achievement. “This project is just 
one chapter in our long history of conserving working 
forests in Montana. We are proud to be able to preserve 

some of the region’s most special places for outdoor 
recreation, while also ensuring the health and continuity 
of sustainable forestry. This project would not have been 
possible without the support of our exceptional partners.”

F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company is grateful for the 
opportunity to continue the stewardship of this property 
under private ownership. “It is a unique property that fits 
well into our timberland holdings and will benefit from 
long term forest management under our principals of 
sustainability.” Said Chuck Roady, Vice President and 
General Manager of Stoltze. “Putting this property under 
conservation easement and long-term sustainable forest 
management is a great example of how healthy forests 
support healthy communities, both the two- and four-
legged kind” said Paul McKenzie, Lands & Resource 
manager for Stoltze. This is the third project Stoltze has 
worked with The Trust For Public Land on and the first for 
working with Flathead Land Trust.

Flathead Land Trust will host a tour of the property in 
the evening of Thursday, July 8th. Space will be limited, 
so please RSVP by sending an email to rhunter@
flatheadlandtrust.org.
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$50,000 +
Whitefish Community Foundation -
    Great Fish Community Challenge
Flathead Lakers
North American Wetlands Conservation 
    Act grant

$10,000 - $50,000
AGL Foundation
The Cinnabar Foundation
State of MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Schlinger Family Foundation
The Sustainability Fund of the Flathead
    Community Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

$1,000 - $10,000
The Bibler Foundation
California Notley Foundation
Cadeau Foundation
Ducks Unlimited
Flathead Beacon Foundation
James and Wanda Hollensteiner
    Foundation
Ila B. Dousman Fund
Montana Trout Unlimited
Quail Roost Foundation
SahanDaywi Foundation
Whitefish Community Foundation –
    Day of Giving & Unity
Flathead River to Lake Initiative Fund

INDIVIDUALS
$10,000 - $50,000
David and Chet Barclay
Dean Marsh

$2,500 - $9,999
Anonymous
Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins
Alan and Sallie Gratch
Dale Greenwalt and Kim Warren
Molly Miller and Mark Jungerman*
Leif and Amy Peterson
Tom and Teresa Quinn
Jim Rafferty and Rhonda Friedman
Dean Robbins
Jim and Christine Scott

Alison Young

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Ben and Anne Binger
Nick and Karen Chickering
Brian and Marie Clark
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Edward DeBartolo
Sally Ericsson and Tom Garwin
Shirley Folkwein
Mary Ann and Don Garner
Jonathan Goodson
Dennis Heinzig and Iona McMillan
Chris and Jan Moore*
Nedom Family Giving Fund
Mike and Trish Rodrique
Walter Rowntree and Laura Reynolds
James and Janna Shennan
Ken Siderius and Cathy Malarchick
Bruce Tannehill and Gail Cleveland
Joel and Barbara Vignere
Todd Votteler
Becky and Larry Williams*

$500-$999
Roger and Beth Barth
Valerie Beebe
Carol Bibler and Jim Watson
Gael Bissell and Rick Mace
Bob Blazek
Lex Blood and Judith Pressmar*
Laura and Darrell Bushard
Patricia and John Case
Kevin Corbett
Crown of the Continent
David Gordon
Richard and Suzanne Hildner
Doug and Cindy Kelly
Terry Knupp
Douglas and Carolyn Kohrs
Walter and Nancy Kuhn
Rosemary and John McKinnon
Kay and Brent Mitchell
Devvi Morgan
Ruth and Samuel Neff
Dan and Jeanne Olson
Margaret Parodi
Brenda and Ron Profitt

Jennifer and Tim Rogge
Liz and Rusby Seabaugh
Dan and Kim Short
Dick and Jane Solberg
Cheryl Younger

$100-$499
Anonymous (2)
Charles and Kathy Adams
David and Maren Amnotte
Anne Scott-Markle, LCPC
Donetta and Tom Antonovich
Steve Armstrong
Doug Barnes
Don and Rebecca Bauder
Tyler Bebee*
Doug Berglund
Janet Blackler
James and Jo Borowski
Rita Braun and Charles Stearns
Kathryn Britton
Jerry and Aileen Brosten
Carol Buchan
Chris and Maureen Byrd
Victoria Byrd-Rinck
Sarah Campbell
Lorraine Carlson
Victory and Ted Chase
Craig Clark
Chris Clouse*
Lawrence Cohen and Sue Eberle
Paul Conrad & Ellie Johnson
Diane Conradi and Steve Braun
Linda and Del Coolidge
Bill and Tina Corwin*
Steve and Sue Cummings
Don and Janet Cutshall
Cynthia Dearing
Jeff and Lorri Denton
Dennis and Terry Divoky
Chuck Ensign
Bart and Carole Erickson
Linda and Wade Fredenberg
John & Jean Garrity & Thorstenson
Tanya and Judah Gersh
Bill and Jana Goodman
Ken and Autumn Gottschlich
Richard and Gayle Graf
Greg and Catherine Gunderson*

Richard Haberkern
Robin and Craig Harrison
John and Kathi Hartlieb
Robert and Carol Hermes
John and Judith Joan Hinchey
Justin and Katherine Holley
Matt and Corrie Holloway
Kendra Hope and Paul Sheehan
Susan How
Mike and Lindsey Hromadka
Leslie and Will Hunt
Mark and Margaret Hyer
Trish and Chuck Issel
Al Johnson
Connie Johnson and George Losleben
Bill and Ann Jones
Jeff Jones
Gil Jordan and Kim Pinter
Bonnie Katzman
Laura Katzman and Chris Downs
Ray and Nancy Kelly
Kramer Family Fund
David Kurfess and Linda Kelley Kurfess
Ann Lansing and Will Harper
Bert Lindler
Dr. Tom and Gerene Little
Ben Long and Karen Nichols
Fred Longhart and Marjory McClaren
Bob Lopp
Diane and Bill Lundgren
Jim and Norma MacKenzie
Marcia Manning and Ed Rowley
Amy Marmer and John Ataman
Marylane Pannell
Kathleen McAuliffe
Pat and Riley McClelland*
Terry and Katy Meyers
Terri and Randy Minchew
Don Moe and Peggy Brewer
Harry and Lesley Morgan
Patti Muller
Harley Mumma and Nancy Hyde
Linda Newgard*
Gretchen Notley
Dawn Oehlerich
Bob O’Neil and Bobbie Truckner
Catherine OQuinn
Karen Perser and Sydney Lillard
James and Jerrie Marie Pickard

 THANK YOU TO OUR 2020 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
GRANTORS AND FOUNDATIONS

+ In April, we completed the Robbins conservation easement 
which now conserves vital bird habitat on Wiley Slough 
and stiches together 1,235 acres of adjacent land already 
conserved for bird and wildlife habitat and productive 
farmland.  

+ In May, we completed the Flathead River Conservation 
Project. This easement permanently protects 155-acres of 
agricultural open space in the heart of our valley and water 
quality of the Flathead River and Flathead Lake. It adds 
protection to a critical puzzle piece that is adjacent to 725 
acres already conserved. 

+ We also completed a 37-acre conservation easement along 
Goodrich Bayou near the Flathead River in September, and a 
50-acre conservation easement of forested and wildlife rich 
land near Kila in November. 

+ In December, Flathead Land Trust completed a 
conservation easement along the Stillwater River near Olney 
in partnership with the Trust for Public Land and F.H. Stoltze 
Land and Lumber Co. The Olney conservation easement 
permanently protects a 1,072 acre inholding surrounded by 
Flathead National Forest and Montana State forests, and will 
remain a privately held working forest protected from future 
development. 

+ On December 30th, we conserved another vital piece of 
bird habitat and open space in the Flathead Valley - 53.4 acres 
of land owned by Marty and Linda Boehm located along Mill 
Creek near its confluence with the Flathead River.  

+ We also made considerable progress towards the Bad Rock
Canyon Conservation Project and proposed Somers Beach 
State Park which we hope to be completed soon.  

2020 ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY
THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL MEMBERS, SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERS!  IN 2020 WE CELEBRATED A 
BANNER YEAR FOR CONSERVATION BECAUSE OF YOUR SUPPORT.
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Carolyn and Doug Pitman
William and Jana Pursell
Paul Rana*
Jim and Linda Regnier
John and Beth Repke
Kim and Janice Richards
Erick and Jennifer Robbins
Steve and Sue Rolfing
Steve and Arla Rosso
Ed and Marjorie Rothfuss
Roger Rowles and Valerie Konnerup
Graham and Jennifer Roy
Karl and Courtney Rudbach
Tim and Deborah Salt
John and Carol Santa
Don and Colleen Scharfe
George Scherman and Kate Kendall
Franklin Schroeter
George and Jane Shryock
David and Katherine Sibert
Charles Siderius
Richard and Joan Siderius
Dean and Lois Sirucek
Nancy Smalley
Doc and Terri Smiley
Kip and Sherrie Smith
Lucy Smith
Roger and Libby Smith
Merry Lynn Southers and Michael
    Bennett
Jerry and Jeanne Southwood
David and Haydi Sowerwine
Preston and Marjorie Spencer
Jody St. John
Timothy Strand and Sukey Pfirman
Brett Svetlik and Sierra McCartney
Karen Sykes
Carrie and Mike Thiel
Sharon Thorne
Joel and Michele Tohtz
Charles van Rees
Denise and Mark VanArtsdale
John and Kristen VanDenburgh
Constanza von der Pahlen
Ben and Katie Ward
Nina Wickersham
Tim and Kari Wiley
Larry and Diane Youmans
Jackie Zelman
Tina Zenzola and Nicholas Gistaro

UP TO $100
Anonymous (3)
Lisa Albright and David McDonough
Jennifer Asebrook and Richard Menicke
Matt and Sadie Baldwin

Dan Bangeman
Jerry Baracker
Lloyd Barrie
Carla Belski
Tom and Sharon Bengtson
Anne V Berg
Vivian J. Birchall
Barb Boyle
Lynne Brett - Café of Life
Nels Broste
Kay Burdick
Bill and Kay Burg
Gerard and Loretta Byrd
Chuck Cameron and Vita Wright
Sally Cameron-Russell and Michael
    Russell
Marcus and Jeanne Carlson
Catherine Cloutier
Eleanor Coggins and Matthew Smeltzer
Connie Cohen
Mike and Diane Conner
Chris Degenhardt
Naomi and Ryder Delaloye
Angel Dominguez
Janet Downey
Kaitlyn Farrar
Hans Fischer
Fred and Nancy Flint
Margery Fox
Foxtail Förskola
Gail and Scott Galloway
John Gangemi and Robin Bissell
Bob Gates
Gaylynne Gorin Schaefer
Rachel Grant
Jonathan Haber and Susan Barmeyer
Tom and Sue Harding
Bill Haring and Carol McSweeney
Lee Harris
Kristen Harrison
Gary and Lynn Havens
Chris Holdhusen
Ryan and Eve Hunter
Gordon Johnson
Jim Rogers and Sherry Jones
Mike Jopek and Pam Gerwe
Alexander Watt Jorck
Craig and Holly Kemp
Clifford and Cassidy Kipp
Dianne Marie Klinski
Kellie Knox
Janet Kovalchik
Tanner and Stephanie Kuhl
Butch and Jane Larcombe
Arnold and Karen Larsen
Wendy and Mike Lauman

Scott and Caroline Lawhead
Duncan Lennon
Kathy Lucke
Marianne Madler
Brian and Denise Manning
Carol and Jim Marino
Brian and Julie Marotz
Glenn Marx
Harry and Frances McAllister
Babby and Klaus McCartney
Kevin McClelland
Brian and Marty McCully
Brian and Heidi Miller
Linda Miller
Tinna Moore
John Muhlfeld and Stephanie Sunshine
Tim and Kerry Mushkin
Teresa Narduzzi
Margaret Notley
Alanna and Michael Ober
Denny Olson and Mary Jo Gardner*
Joe and Kimberly Orr
Vallina Ostrem
Jen Parsons
Val and Larry Parsons
Dan and Jean Paschke
Mary Peele-Masek
Mary Person
Becky Petrashek
Lauren Pipkorn
Jack and Rachel Potter
Rebecca and Tony Powell
Adrianna and Amanda Preston-Sicari
Debbie and Brad Rathbun
Karen Reeves and Doug Chadwick
Greg and Holly Richardson
Chuck and Chris Robbins
Amy Robinson
Ira and Kay Robison
Jim and Barbara Rychwalski
Beth and Will Saltonstall
Peter and Karen Saunders
Richard H. Schaus
Rose and Don Schwennesen
Molly Shepherd
Roger and Sue Sherman
Barbara Sieh
Aaron and Allison Siems
Paula and Robert Smith
Will and Bonnie Smith
State Employee Giving Campaign
Robin Steinkraus
Howard Stephenson
Julie Stetter
Mark and Nancy Svennungsen
Jeanne Tallman and Don DuBeau

Martha Jane Thieltges
Darcy Thomas
Muffie and Jack Thomson
Lee Travis
Paul and Samantha Travis*
Connie Valentine
Susan Waldron
Jan & Dar Wassink
Emma Wear
Terry and Sally Welder
William and Karen Whitby
Karen Williams
Timothy and Amy Williams
Charlene Wolfe
Marilyn Wood
Kathleen Shore Yale

BUSINESS MEMBERS & SPONSORS
$500 - $1,000 
Anonymous
Forestoration
Fun Beverage
Gandy Dancer Pepper
Glacier Bank
Wheaton’s Cyclery
Whitefish Credit Union

$100-$499
Amazon Smile
Amalgamated Sope Company
Bank of America
Bruce Boody Landscape Architect
First Montana Bank
Five Star Rentals & Property
    Management
Freedom Bank
Insty Prints
Kehoe’s Agate Shop
Kroger
North Country Builders
Park Side Credit Union
Rocky Mountain Outfitter
Snappy Sport Senter
Three Rivers Bank
Western Stone

CONSERVATION EASEMENT & 
STEWARDSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS
Martyn and Linda Boehm
Chrysta Bourne
Bob Danford and Terri Peterson
Rebecca Hughes and Joe Mann
Iron Horse
Dean Robbins
F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Co.  
Trust for Public Land 

Note: Summaries depict unaudited financials.  Most recent audited financials are available on our website or by request.   

* Preservation Partner Monthly Donor

FLATHEAD LAND TRUST HOLDS 67 CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND HAS PARTNERED ON 18 COOPERATIVE 
PROJECTS FOR A TOTAL OF 16,158 ACRES CONSERVED.  

EXPENSES
In 2020, our operating/
program expenses were 

$323,519.  Below is a 
breakdown of how the  

funds were spent.

85% Conservation 
Projects, Program
Services

11% Administration

4% Fundraising

INCOME
In 2020, Flathead Land 

Trust’s operations/program 
income was $510,703.  

Here’s the breakdown of 
where our support 

came from.  
13% Program 
Service Fees/

Reimbursements
18% Memberships/
Family Foundations 15% Grants

40% Project/ 
Restricted 
Contributions

2% Interest/
Other Income                                                       

10% Stewardship
Fund Contributions

1% Business Members

1% Fundraising Events
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After a year hiatus, we finally get to get together and celebrate with you at The Land Affair, Flathead Land Trust’s annual 
fundraising event on Thursday, August 19, 2021 starting at 6 PM.  The event will help raise critical funding for our conservation 
work throughout the Flathead.  The event will be hosted at the beautiful Snowline Acres and Ashley Creek Historic Venue with 
live music, locally-sourced fare from Cartwright Catering, local beer and wine, and our live drive paddle raise. 

Tickets are $50 and can be purchased at www.flatheadlandtrust.org or by calling 406-752-8293.  


