
As trustees of the Helen C. Foreman
Family Trust, Margaret (Peggy) Cohn and
Edward Foreman felt a responsibility to
preserve the familyÕs remote North Fork
acreage as their parents, Orville and Helen,
would have wanted.  ÒWe were always a
very conservation minded family,Ó said
Edward.  ÒOur mother and father both
thought the North Fork property was ideal
for conservation, so when Peggy and I
learned about easements, we were very
interested.Ó

In 2005,
they worked
with the
Forest
Service to
place an easement on a little over 10 acres
of the property, including the river
frontage, but there remained 225 more
acres to consider. The heirs to the Trust,
thirteen in all, agreed they wanted to spell
out specific guidelines for what could and
could not be done with the acreage, so
they turned to Flathead Land Trust for
assistance in pursuing a voluntary
conservation agreement.  After several
months of fine tuning easement language

and completing the required assessments
of the property, the 225-acre donated
easement is expected to be finalized by
the end of October.

As landowners in the area since the
1940s, the Foreman name is well known
and well respected in the North Fork.
HelenÕs uncle L.O. Vaught, after whom
GlacierÕs Mt. Vaught is named, purchased
the late Emil PetersonÕs homestead in the
1940s as a family summer home.  He then

split the
acreage
between
Helen and her
brother
Edward Cleary,

whose family still owns part of the original
homestead.  In the 1950s, Helen and her
husband Orville added to their family
holdings when they bought the G. Ed
Peterson homestead.

Already well established as summer
locals in the North Fork by the 1960s,
Orville Foreman, an attorney, is still
remembered today as one of the founders
of the North Fork Compact.  Considered
one of the first such land planning
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ÒThis easement is the culmination of our
familyÕs bent toward conservation.Ó

View into Glacier National Park from the Foreman property. (Photo by Marcy Mahr)
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