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Flathead Land Trust is dedicated
to voluntary conservation and
thoughtful stewardship of private
lands. We initiate and support
conservation easements that
enhance Northwest Montana’s
working and scenic landscapes,
open spaces, river corridors,
wetlands and vital wildlife habitats.
We collaborate with family farmers
and ranchers, with foresters and
outdoor enthusiasts, indeed with
people from all walks of life, as
thoughtful stewards of the Flathead.

~ Board News ~
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Welcome to our new board members

We’d like to welcome two new Board members to the Flathead Land Trust,Alan EIm and
Sue Sherman. Both come with great expertise and knowledge of the Flathead Valley. We’d
also like to welcome Sue Cummings back to the Board. Sue took a year off and has come

back as our Board Treasurer

Sue Sherman

A retired high school teacher, coach and
athletic administrator, Sue earned her B.A.
from Muskingum College, one of the many
liberal arts colleges in Ohio,and a M.A.from
The University of Akron. Her teaching career
includes schools in Ohio, Caracas, Istanbul
and Athens, as well as coaching and subbing
at Columbia Falls High School after her
retirement. Sue has lived in the Flathead
Valley for 7 years. Also active in the Montana
Wilderness Association, Sue is on both the
Flathead-Kootenai Board and the State
Council of MWA.

Sue and her husband, Roger, are parents
of a son and a daughter and grandparents
of 5 grandchildren.They enjoy many outdoor

adventures together, including hiking, Nordic skiing, biking, canoe trips and traveling. Sue
got involved with the Flathead Land Trust a few years ago because wilderness preservation,
wildlife habitat, maintaining open spaces and clean water are key concerns in her desire to
leave a "Montana legacy" for our children and grandchildren.

Flathead Land Trust Founding Board

Virginia Burns-Sloan
Allan Clark
Dave Klehm
Bill Koenig
Larry Lee
Ambrose Meassure*
Robert A. Sneddon
JoAnn Speelman Dramer
Larry Wilson

Brad Wright
*deceased

Alan Elm

Skiing, fishing and backpacking originally
brought Alan to Whitefish after graduating
from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff.
However, it was the strong sense of
community and healthy mountain lifestyle
that convinced him to stay and raise a family
in the area. He’s now lived in the valley for
11 years.

Alan is actively involved in the community
and has served on the Whitefish City-County
Planning Board, the North Valley Music School
Board, and is the chairman of the State Trust
Land Advisory Committee.

Alan works in the local real estate market
for Remax in Whitefish. He got involved with
the Land Trust because he thinks the private
sector has to step up and get creative about
ways to preserve the character of our valley.
He sees too much development pressure,
controversy and divisiveness in the public
sector for the government to be very effective
and knows our window of opportunity is
shrinking rapidly. In his spare time, he plays
soccer in the local men's league, coaches
youth soccer and raises four children with
his wife Stephanie.
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Flathead Land Trust protected over 1000 Acres in 2004

Flathead Land Trust completed five
easements with three different
landowners in 2004, with a total of 1,024
acres protected. Thirty two of those acres
were in the Whitefish area, with the
remaining consisting of agriculture lands,
wetlands and bottomland forest in the
Lower Valley. Many thanks to Natalie
Bryant,Ray and Darlene Sanders and Liz
and Rusby Seabaugh, the landowners
involved, for their commitment to land
conservation.

From that first easement in 1988
through the end of 2001, 20 easements
were filed protecting 1,185 acres. Since
the start of 2003,an additional 6,028 acres
has been protected by conservation-
minded landowners through the Trust.
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The view from the Weaver Slough easement

The Weaver Slough Event — Fall 2004
Front Row (L to R): Susan Cummings, Rusby Seabaugh, Liz Seabaugh, Mrs.
Heine. Back Row: Darlene Sanders, Susan How, Sara Busse, Ray Sanders,
Dave Heine, Ken Siderius

What a celebration!

Thank you to all of our 2004 individual and business members, donors and easement donors. We appreciate your
support and commitment to conservation in the Flathead Valley and hope that you will continue to support us on an
annual basis. A special thanks to our $500+ individual and business donors in 2004:

Cinnabar Foundation
Milt and BJ Carlson
John and Anne Collins
Steve and Gerry Connolly
Jeff and Judy Cornell
Steve and Sue Cummings
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Eisinger Motors
Flathead Lake Protection Association
Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins
Alan and Sallie Gratch
Karen Haarr
Dale Harris
James and Wanda Hollensteiner Foundation

The Mary Wolf Rolfing Bogue Foundation
Richard and Beverly Menz
Merlin Information Services
Montana Academy
Moose’s Saloon
Ed and Marge Rothfuss
Rose and Don Schwennesen
Tom and Terry Siderius
Ken Siderius and Kathy Malarchik
Cas Still and Andy Baxter
Trails West Eagle Bend Realty
John and Amy Waller
Whitefish Credit Union
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Sue Cummings

Sue was born in
Kalispell and grew
up on the 223 acres
family farm. She
attended Hodgson
School,a 2-room
country grade
school and
graduated from
Flathead High
School. She
attended Whitman
College in Walla
Walla and Montana
State University
obtaining a math
degree in 1971.

During the next
ten years, she and
her husband, Steve
Cummings, lived in Dallas and Seattle
and had two sons, David and Jay.
During that time, Sue also completed
a Master’s degree in Nutrition and
worked at the Veteran’s Hospital
metabolic research lab in Seattle. In
1981, they took a leap of faith, sold
their house in Seattle, pulled up stakes,
and moved back to Kalispell to be
closer to family.

Sue started working for Jordahl and
Sliter, CPA firm, in Kalispell and a few
years later started a consulting firm
with a partner. After hosting an AFS
exchange student from Russia, they
decided to spend a year living in St.
Petersburg, Russia. When they
returned, Sue went back to school
again in Missoula and received a
Master’s degree in Linguistics in 2001.
She taught courses at FVCC and is
now tutoring first and second graders.
Over the years, Sue’s fascination with
language has led her to study German,
Spanish, French, Italian, Russian, Coeur
d’Alene Indian, and American Sign
Language.

In 2001, she and her husband built
a new house on the family farm. Her
father’s greatest wish was that the farm
would remain as farmland.When she
learned about conservation easements,
she knew that an easement would be
the best way to preserve her dad’s
legacy.

She and her husband created two
easements over the next few years and,
when the “Weaver Slough” project
eventually made it possible for the
Flathead Land Trust to do purchased
easements, her brother put his share
of the farm into an easement as well.

~ Board News ~

They were later able to purchase a
small portion of land that adjoined
their property on the Slough which
also became part of the “Weaver
Slough” project. From their house on
the family farm they can look out their
windows to the north over easement-
protected farms and on to the high
peaks of Glacier Park.

“The value of our open spaces and
the heritage of our wild lands continue
to be an important part of my life. |
think it is important for individuals to
do what they can to help preserve our
Montana way of life so | stay involved
with the Flathead Land Trust. With the
exception of the school year 2003-
2004, | have been a member of the
Flathead Land Trust Board of Directors
and Treasurer of the Land Trust since
1998”
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Grants Increase Trust’s
Stewardship Capacity

Flathead Land Trust has received
several grants recently that will
significantly increase our ability to
add new conservation easements to
our portfolio,as well as better monitor
and steward existing easements.

The Heart of the Rockies Initiative’s
“Land Trust Capacity Challenge Grant
Program”awarded the Trust a $20,000
grant to hire a Stewardship Director.

Funded by the Wilburforce
Foundation, this grant must be
matched from other sources. We are
on our way to toward matching it,
with generous support from the Paul
G.Allen Forest Protection Foundation,
administered through the Land Trust
Alliance, and locally from The
Sustainability Fund, a donor-advised
fund of Montana Community
Foundation.

The Stewardship Director will work
with landowners interested in
donating easements, monitor existing
easements, and identify and contact
landowners of critical lands to inform
them about the benefits of con-
servation easements.

A second grant through the Land
Trust Alliance from the Paul G.Allen
Forest Protection Foundation will
cover the cost of several baseline
documentation reports associated
with previous easements, including
completing necessary fieldwork.

Our hearty thanks to our donors
for their generosity and interest in
land conservation in the Flathead!

Many thanks to our retiring board members

We'd like to thank Warren Illi and Amy
Waller, past-Board members, for their time,
energy and commitment to the Flathead
Land Trust. They both played a very
important role on the Board during their
time and we hope they will continue to be
involved with the Flathead Land Trust for
years to come. Thanks for everything!

Warren Illi

“It has been a pleasure being on the
Flathead Land Trust board for a number of
years and | hope to continue to have a
relationship with the organization in an
advisory capacity. | know the organization
will continue to be successful in the future
with so much work to be done in the
Flathead Valley. | hope that we will continue

to work towards an Open Space Bond
because | truly believe this is necessary

step.”
Amy Waller

“Being a Board member of the
Flathead Land Trust has been a
wonderful experience, and I've been
honored to serve as Vice President this
last year. | thank the Board members,
staff and volunteers for their dedication
and commitment towards land and
water conservation in the Flathead
Valley, and applaud their continuing
efforts to secure funds and provide
options to land owners wanting to
conserve their land for future
generations. Keep up the good work!”
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Remembering Cal

Cal Tassinari passed away nearly a year and one-half ago,
but his legacy lives on along with our memories. Our Fall
2001 newsletter featured an article about Cal’s donation of
a conservation easement on his 10 acres fronting the Swan
River near Condon.

Cal had purchased the land in 1962, and was quoted in
our newsletter as saying,“l had few neighbors in the 60s
and 70s and foolishly believed it would always be this way.

However, in the 80s and 90s dramatic changes occurred in
the land surrounding me....The time had come to do some
serious preserving.”

Cal acted on his principles, by donating a conservation
easement to the Trust, creating a permanent legacy of
preserved wetland and upland forests, home to wildlife both
great and small.

Upon his passing, he created another legacy by willing
the land to Flathead Land Trust, so the proceeds of its sale
to another conservation buyer would further land
conservation on properties in addition to his own.

The Trust resold Cal’s land to a neighbor, with the
conservation easement intact, just as Cal had wanted it. Not
only does his land continue to enjoy the legal protections
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View of the Swan range from Cal’s cabin.

from exploitation that Cal wished, but the proceeds from
tr|1e sale will allow other lands to enjoy those legal protections
also.

Although it has unfortunately become an overworked
cliché, Cal truly was one-of-a-kind. While he continues to
be missed, the dual legacy he left the citizens of the Flathead
is a permanent gift of immense value to us all.

Introducing Flathead Land Trust’s New Staff

Fred Fox became Executive Director of Flathead Land
Trust in January, after 11 years with The Nature Conservancy.
He was Lower Ozarks Project Director in southern Missouri
for eight years, and spent three years prior to that as Director
of Development and Communication with the Kansas
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. Before joining The
Nature Conservancy, he
was Executive Director of
the Pennsylvania Council
on Economic Education in
his native state. He has
degrees in public
administration and biology.

“Despite all the recent
growth, there’s still a strong
sense of community here.

Obviously, I love the
scenery and the great
variety of outdoor
recreation opportunities
here, but | also wanted a
community with a strong
sense of place. Plus, the
Flathead Valley presents a
huge opportunity for meaningful land conservation, before
it’s too late”

While Fred says he can’t imagine himself doing anything
other than conservation work professionally, in his off hours
he enjoys theater, reading and baseball in addition to hiking,
biking, camping, canoeing, cross-country skiing and other
outdoor activities. He also enjoys long walks with his live-
in companion, a residential security specialist (also known
as his retriever/Irish setter mix,Andy).

Fred Fox

Lindsay Biedel started as the Development Director in
June after moving here from Seattle, where she lived for
four years. An Oregon native, Lindsay attended college in
Missoula and then lived in San Francisco for a few years
before moving to Seattle. Her career includes recruiting for
Accenture, event planning and fundraising for UW Medicine
and most recently alumnae/i relations at The Bush School.

“It’s great to finally be here
after years of talking about
our move to the Flathead
Valley. After marrying a
Montana native who shared
my dream of a simpler life
and easy access to the
outdoors, | was finally able to
come back to this beautiful
area that | so enjoyed when
I was a University of Montana
student. My very first
backpacking trip was in
Kootenay National Park on
the Canada side of the Rocky
Mountains and ever since
then, my friends and | do an annual backpacking trip in
Glacier or the Bob Marshall.

When | got this job I felt good about the opportunity to
protect this beautiful part of the country and a treasure in
a state I've grown very attached to. The Flathead Valley gets
its charm from small towns, open space and a variety of
outdoor recreation at your fingertips. | know that right now
is a crucial point in protecting that charm and ensuring that
for years to come, the Flathead Valley remains a treasure of
Montana. | look forward to playing a key role in that
conservation effort and becoming a part of this community”

When Lindsay isn’t working, she enjoys hiking, skiing,
camping, traveling, eating good food and exploring new
places with her husband of ten months, Dave.

Lindsay Biedel



