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The Flathead Land Trust’s
 most recent project was
completed in December 2005
when Charles (better known
as Charlie) and Catherine
Meyer donated a
conservation easement on
155 acres west of Kalispell.
 Their donation is both a
testament of their
commitment to the land and
their desire to make this
project happen.  You see,
Charlie and Cathy have been
very diligent about making
sure they did right by this
property and it took nearly
two years to finally get the
conservation easement just
the way they wanted.  They
both recognized that placing
permanent protective
covenants on their land was
serious business and yet the
long term protection of a
property that meant a lot to
them was the way to go.

I first met Charlie on his
forested property this fall
when we toured his “tree
farm.”  Charlie has been
actively managing his forest
for over 27 years and can just
about name each stand of

trees and tell you when the
trees were thinned and what
the harvest plans are for the
future.

He has been a careful
steward of the property by
recognizing the value of a
healthy forest and the need
to consider wildlife habitat at
the same time.  His forest of
Douglas fir, lodgepole pine
and spruce reflect his goals
of maintaining mixed aged
stands of several species of
conifer.

Charlie worked with a
forester from Montana’s
Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation
to craft a Forest Management
Plan that will be an integral
part of long-term
management of this property

 The Meyer property lies
in the Brown’s Meadow area
about 15 miles west of
Kalispell in a rural area that
recently has seen increased
residential development.  In
fact, across the way from the
Meyer property a large tract
of land has recently been
subdivided for a high-end
residential subdivision.

With the Meyer
conservation easement a large
tract of land will remain in
open space providing
continued forest management
and quality wildlife habitat.

What took so long to
figure out for Catherine and
Charlie was how best to
protect their forested
property and still provide
some income from limited
residential development.  The
final easement allows the
Meyers to sell four home sites
with a very small footprint of
two acres. While not positive
that they will ever sell any of
the home sites, the easement
provides the flexibility if the
need arises.  The home sites
will be located on the
property closest to the
existing county road thereby
maximizing the amount of
open space for wildlife and
contiguous forest habitat.

Charlie and Catherine
wanted prospective
homeowners to have a rural
lifestyle but also limit their
impact on the property.

--Marilyn Wood
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The Meyer Conservation Easement will preserve 155 acres of forest in a fast growing residential area.

Meyer Conservation Easement Completed in
Brown’s Meadow Area

Photo by Susan How, Sunrift Media

Thank you to all of our business and individual
members, friends, and donors in 2005.  Below is
a list of individuals, businesses, foundations and
other organizations that contributed $250 or more
to the Flathead Land Trust in 2005.

Individuals
David and Chet Barclay
Ben and Ann Binger
Rebecca and Jerome Broussard
Natalie Bryant
Milt and BJ Carlson
John and Patricia Case
John and Anne Collins
Stephen and Geraldine Connolly
Edward and Catherine Cooney
Jeff and Judy Cornell
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Stephanie and Alan Elm
Marshall and Kathryn Friedman
Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins
Alan and Sallie Gratch
Bert and Ida Jones
Bill and Sharon Kahle
John Kramer
Walter Kuhn
Kurt and Carol Larson
Leah and Bert Manzari
Richard and Beverly Menz
Janet and Richard Morrow
Steve and Sue Rolfing
John and Carol Santa
Rose and Don Schwennesen

James and Christine Scott
Liz and Rusby Seabaugh
Ken Siderius & Cathy Malarchick
Justin and Jennifer Sliter
Dan and Gayle Weinberg
Alison Young
Andrew Zimet

Businesses
Airwork, Inc.
Bigfork Physical Therapy and Sports
Rehabilitation
Bruce Boody Landscape Architect, Inc.
Christensen Moore Cockrell Cummings &
Axelberg
D.A. Davidson
Earthsong
Eisinger Motors
Flathead Bank of Bigfork
Freedom Bank
Glacier Bank
Grizzly Design, Inc.
Harbor Mountain Properties
Illi Real Estate Appraisal & Consulting
Insty Prints
Johnson Berg McEvoy & Bostock PLLP
JTL Group, Inc.
Lion Mountain, Inc.
Merlin Data Publishing Corporation
Michael Illi – D.A. Davidson (Missoula)
Montana Academy
Moose’s Saloon
North Country Builders

Provident Financial
John Lentz – Raymond James Financial
Re/Max Mountain View
Re/Max of Whitefish
Roger K. Newman, DDS
Snappy Sport Senter
Swan River Gardens
Third Street Market
Thomas, Dean & Hoskins, Inc.
Trails West – Eagle Bend Realty
Whitefish Credit Union

Foundations
The Bibler Foundation
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
James and Wanda Hollensteiner
Foundation
Homer A. and Mildred S. Scott Foundation
James and Christine Scott Family
Foundation

Other
Iron Horse Development
The Sustainability Fund

We apologize for a misprint in our
Summer/Fall 2005 newsletter.

$500+ donors in 2004 includes:
Re/Max Mountain View,
Bigfork Physical Therapy and Sports Rehab,
The Sustainability Fund.
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A fall day along the Weaver Slough Easement
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Flathead Land Trust is dedicated to
voluntary conservation and thoughtful

stewardship of private
lands.  We initiate and support

conservation easements that enhance
Northwest Montana’s working and

scenic landscapes, open spaces, river
corridors, wetlands and vital wildlife
habitats.  We collaborate with family
farmers and ranchers, with foresters
and outdoor enthusiasts, indeed with

people from all walks of life, as
thoughtful stewards of the Flathead.

It has been an exciting year for Flathead
Land Trust as we celebrated our 20th
anniversary on the Far West in August.  We
were honored to have a handful of Flathead
Land Trust’s Founding Board members in
attendance.  For two decades, this
organization has been working with
landowners, business people,  farmers,
hunters, outdoor enthusiasts and ordinary
citizens to keep the best of the Valley intact.
 With over 7,000 acres protected
(approximately 11 square miles), the Trust
has a solid record of achievement.

We also welcomed three new staff
members this year and they all brought a
long list of professional skills along with
them.  It’s the first time in Flathead Land
Trust history that we’ve had three full-time
staff in our office and we’re very excited.

In October, we completed a very
effective round of strategic planning for
Flathead Land Trust and feel confident with
our goals for coming years.  We have an
active Board of Directors that live and work
all over the Valley.�

Already 2006 is looking like a busy year
for the Flathead Land Trust.  We will continue
to work with willing landowners who wish
to preserve their property through
conservation easements.  However,  given
the increasingly rapid growth of our Valley,
we need to significantly increase our
effectiveness.

Our first step, currently underway, is
to develop an effective conservation
strategy to preserve the most critical areas
of the Valley.  We will do the necessary work
to identify large-scale intact farmlands,
critical wildlife habitat, wetlands and
riparian areas, and lands important to water
quality, particularly near Flathead Lake.  The

priority landscapes that emerge from that
data is where we will concentrate our future
work.

None of this work could happen
without you and others like you.  On behalf
of the Board and staff of Flathead Land Trust,
I want to personally thank our business
and individual members, friends, donors
and partner organizations throughout the
Valley. I hope you will continue to support
the Flathead Land Trust, both financially
and with your time, in the greatest capacity
that you can.

I ask that you talk to people about
Flathead Land Trust and what we’re doing
to protect this beautiful Valley and get
involved in these issues in whatever way
you see fit.  Your continued support will
ensure that generations to come will have
opportunities similar to ours to live, work
and play on the rich lands of the Flathead.

Ken Siderius
Board President

   Marilyn Wood joined the Flathead Land Trust
as the new Stewardship Director in August 2005
after 13 years as the NW Montana Program Manager
for the Nature Conservancy. Marilyn started her
career as a wildlife biologist working with grizzlies
in Yellowstone Park and later worked as a special
projects biologist for Montana Department Fish,
Wildlife and Parks.

   When not working to save special landscapes
in northwest Montana, Marilyn enjoys refining
horse training techniques through understanding
the horse’s ability to learn. Other favorite pastimes
are hiking in Glacier National Park, kayaking, and
dreaming about world travels.

Land Trust Welcomes a New Stewardship Director

Thanks to the generous work of Lighthawk, whose mission is to champion environmental protection through the unique perspective
of flight, the staff and Board President of FLT had the opportunity to explore this unique Valley from the air.  Our local pilot, Dave Downey,
gave us a grand tour of the area from N. Flathead Lake to Glacier National Park.  It made all of us aware of all the amazing landscapes
and critical lands that we still need to protect for generations to come.  For more information on Lighthawk, visit www.lighthawk.org.

A gift of $10,000 from the Flathead Land Trust allowed
the Flathead Valley Community College Foundation to
create the Cal Tassinari Endowed Scholarship Fund.  The
scholarship was established in the name of the late
conservationist Cal Tassinari.  It honors Tassinari’s passion
for the outdoors, education and conservation.

During the 1980s, he donated a conservation easement
of 10 acres fronting the Swan River in Condon to the
Flathead Land Trust. It established a permanent legacy of
preserved wetland and upland forests as well the wildlife
living on the land.

Upon his death at age 74 in 2004,  Tassinari created
another milestone by willing the land to Flathead Land
Trust for further land conservation.  In accordance with
Tassinari’s wishes, the trust sold his land to a neighbor
with the conservation easement intact. Some of the money
was used to create the endowed scholarship.

Tassinari worked for the Forest Service beginning in
the 1950s on the Nez Perce National Forest in Grangeville,
Idaho. He later worked in Condon for Flathead National
Forest as the first wilderness ranger in the Northern Region.
 He surveyed and built trails in the Mission Mountains and

Swan Range and wrote the management plan for the Mission
Mountain Wilderness before retiring in 1983.

Tassinari was one of the first experts to receive the
mantle of “Mr. Avalanche” in this area.  Tassinari began
avalanche monitoring on Big Mountain in the mid-1970s.
He also created and taught avalanche courses at Flathead
Valley Community College.

To honor his legacy, the Flathead Land Trust established
the scholarship to benefit community college students
studying natural resource management, forestry, biology,
wildlife biology, environmental science or a related field.
The college foundation will use earnings from the endowed
fund to award scholarships each year, beginning in 2006-
07.  Recipients must live in Montana and have finished one
year of studies at the college or another accredited
institution of higher education with a grade-point average
of 3.0 or above.

For more information, call the college financial aid
office at 756-3849.  Additional contributions to the
scholarship fund are always welcomed. Those who would
like to donate should call the foundation at 756-3963.

Tassinari Scholarship now Available at FVCC

The Flathead Audubon Society in December presented
Flathead Land Trust with its “Outstanding Conservation
Achievement” Award.

Ken Siderius, president of the Trust, said “We are
honored to be recognized for our work with private
landowners who voluntarily place conservation easements
on their lands to help preserve open space and our rural

heritage in the Flathead Valley.”
In making the award, the Audubon Society said “We

applaud the contributions of Flathead Land Trust towards
the conservation of ecologically significant lands using
volunteer easements of Montana landowners.”

Flathead Land Trust was one of two organizations so
honored, along with Montana Land Reliance.

Land Trust Honored for Outstanding Conservation Achievement

Lighthawk Flight Provides Aerial Perspective for FLT Staff
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   Alison moved to the Flathead from Seattle seven and a half years ago.
She opened the Whitefish River Inn, a bed and breakfast, where she hosted
guests and weddings. Yes, it was fun but also very hard work during the beautiful
Montana summers. Having sold it, she can now enjoy camping, hiking, bicycling
and kayaking. In winter, nordic skiing, reading, theatre and movies are her
activities. Traveling is also important – active trips such as hiking in Italy, bicycling
in Provence, trekking in Nepal.

   With a Master in Public Health, she has worked as a staff nurse, prenatal
education instructor, child injury prevention specialist and manager of a fetal
alcohol syndrome prevention program at the University of Washington. Most
recently she has done freelance medical writing, including grant writing for
North Valley Hospital. She has been on the Board of Trustees of Flathead Valley
Community College for five and a half years and is an avid supporter of the
Montana Nature Conservancy.

   Growing up in the country in Massachusetts,  Alison’s parents gave her
a deep respect for the land. Her father was chairman of the Trustees of
Reservations from 1969 – 1982. It is the oldest environmental group of its
kind in the world and the largest land trust in Massachusetts.  Alison has one son living in Whitefish, another in Los
Angeles and a two-year old grandson, who already loves to run free through the fields, hide among the trees of the
forest, and climb the huge rocks of the desert.

Alison Young

Dawn Oehlerich has lived and worked in Whitefish since 1977. Since 1987
she has worked as a Certified Financial Planner with Ameriprise Financial
(American Express).

Dawn and her husband, Michael, raised two children, Graden Hahn, who
is an attorney clerking for Justice Cotter in Helena, and Eric Oehlerich, a Navy
Seal officer, who is stationed in Hawaii. Both were ski racers and Dawn is still
involved somewhat with race administration and currently she serves on the
board for US Skiing.

 They also have three lovely little granddaughters, two dogs (a Border Collie
and a Bernese Mountain dog) well-worn hiking boots, four sets of skis, three
fly rods, and some great scuba diving gear.

She has also served as president of the Glacier Pilot club and vice president
of finance for the Montana Environmental Information Center.

Her interests lie in playing piano and organ for her church, belonging to
a ladies book club, Mah Jongh, and occasionally doing watercolors and gardening.
She and her husband are in the process of completing a straw-bale home, in
which they earnestly have tried to use recycled and environmentally-friendly materials and sustainable resources,
keeping in mode with their philosophy that less is best.

   “I am passionate about preserving open space corridors in the Flathead, as I wish all to enjoy the beauties
that drew me here initially, as well as in keeping such a legacy for all of our progeny. I've been an active fund-raiser
and supporter of groups involved in making sure Montanan's have the opportunity to live in a ‘clean and healthful
environment,’" she says.

A Big Welcome to our New Board Members!

Dawn Oehlerich

We would like to thank Leo Keane and Stephen Willis for their time,
energy and commitment to the Flathead Land Trust.  Both Leo and Stephen
served on the Board of Directors and were enthusiastic supporters of the
work of Flathead Land Trust.  As a Whitefish builder, Leo brought with him
an important perspective and was an active member of the Board for six
years.  Stephen Willis was the head Backcountry Ranger at Glacier National
Park and served as the Chair of the Flathead Land Trust’s Stewardship
Committee. We hope they will both continue to be involved with the Flathead
Land Trust for years to come.  Thanks for everything!

Many Thanks to our Retiring Board Members
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Visit our Updated Website!
You will find
Information on
current
conservation
easements,
board and staff
news, FLT
partners,
upcoming events and more!



As of the end of 2005, the Land Trust can report a
total of 32 projects totaling 7,401 acres.  The first easement
was donated in February 1988 and the latest completed
December 2005.  The protected properties range in size
from 2.5 acres to the largest over 3, 800 acres. Our
portfolio of protected properties include working forest
landscapes (actively managed forested properties),
traditional agricultural lands with grain crops, hay fields,
pastures and cherry orchards, a large ranch, as well as
high quality wetlands, river frontage and a small lake.

Our easements span all corners of Flathead County
with 10 in the Whitefish area, 14 in the Flathead Valley
area, 3 west of Kalispell, 1 in the North Fork, and 1 in
the Canyon area.  We are also represented in 3 nearby
counties with 1 project located in Swan Valley (Missoula
County), 1 project along the East Shore Flathead Lake
(Lake County), and a large ranch in Sanders County.

An anonymous donor has provided seed money to
establish the Land Protection Assistance Fund to help
make it possible for cash-strapped landowners to donate
conservation easements on lands with conservation value.
 The donor is a landowner who previously donated a
conservation easement to the Trust on land in the Valley.

Typically, transaction costs of several thousand dollars
are involved with any donated easement, and are usually
expected to be shouldered by the landowner, who is
already voluntarily reducing the value of his or her holdings.
 Additionally, a contribution of at least $5,000 is typically
made by the landowner to Flathead Land Trust’s
Stewardship Fund, earnings from which offset the annual
monitoring costs assumed by the Trust in perpetuity.

Some conservation minded landowners, particularly
those whose holdings consist of family lands handed
across generations, cannot afford to bear all of these costs.
 This Fund allows these important lands to be protected
by assisting landowners in those circumstances with the
necessary transaction costs through grants or loans.

Any project for which these funds are used must
meet several criteria, including meeting all the Trust’s
criteria for conservation value, and must also be consistent
with the Trust’s conservation strategy plan.

The Trust is actively seeking additional funds to add
to the initial anonymous donation.  Anyone wishing to
donate to the Fund should so specify, either in a cover
letter accompanying the donation, or by writing “Land
Protection Assistance Fund” on the memo line of their
check.

   On Thursday, August 11, the Flathead Land Trust hosted a 20th Anniversary Celebration on the Far West in Somers Bay.  It
was a beautiful evening and the perfect way to celebrate twenty years of conservation success with our donors, friends and
community members.

   “Daybreak at Fennon Slough,” a limited edition black and white photo by Susan How is
still available.  The cost is $95 for a matted print. The photo is archivally printed on fiber-
based photo paper.

Protection Summary

Far West Cruise Celebrated 20 years of Conservation Success

Land Protection Assistance
Fund  Established
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The boat was filled with Flathead Land Trust supporters. From left, Fred Fox, Mike Conner, Brad Wright, Larry Wilson.

From left, Karen Haarr, Margaret LeKander, Virginia Burns-Sloan


